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Transliteration Table

Consonants

ء ' د d ض ḍ ك k

ب b ذ dh ط ṭ ل l

ت t ر r ظ ẓ م m

ث th ز z ع ‘ ن n

ج j س s غ gh ه h

ح ḥ ش sh ف f و w

خ kh ص ṣ ق q ي y

Vowels

Short َ‬ a ِ‬ i ُ u

Long ا َـ ‬ ā ِـي ‬ ī ُـو ‬ ū

Diphthongs َـي ay َـو aw
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Arabic Glyphs & Their Meanings

H

May Allāh’s praise 
& salutations be 
upon him 

I

May Allāh be 
pleased with him 

J

May Allāh be 
pleased with her

M

 May Allāh be
pleased with them

E

Glorified & 
Exalted is Allāh 

D

(Allāh) the 
Mighty & Sublime

B

(Allāh) His 
Majesty is Exalted

F

(Allāh) the Blessed 
& Exalted

S

Peace be upon him

V

May Allāh have 
mercy on him

X

May Allāh have 
mercy upon them

حَفِظَهُ الُله

May Allāh 
preserve him
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 BRIEF BIOGRAPHY OF THE AUTHOR 

 Shaykh Aʿlī bin Aʿbdul Aʿzīz Mūsā

NAME:

Shaykh ʿAlī bin ʿAbdul ʿAzīz Mūsā, surnamed Abū ʿAbdurRaḥmān.1 

BIRTH:

He was born on 5/27/1387 A.H. (September 1, 1967 C.E.) in Egypt. 

STUDIES:

He studied under many prominent scholars in The Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia for eleven years. 

HIS SHAYKHS:

His eminence, Shaykh ʿAbdul ʿAzīz bin Bāz (V): head of the Council of 
Senior Scholars and the Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research 

[1] TN: His biography can be referenced and found on his website at: www.bin-
abdelaziz.com
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and Iftāʾ. Near the end of his eminence Shaykh bin Bāz’s life, Shaykh 
ʿAlī spent two years as his student at Riyadh’s Grand Mosque.

Shaykh, Dr Ṣāliḥ bin ʿAbdurRaḥmān al-ʾAṭram: a member of the Council 
of Senior Scholars and the Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research 
and Iftāʾ. He studied under his supervision in his mosque in the as-
Salām district.  

Shaykh, Dr Ṣāliḥ bin Fawzān al-Fawzān: a member of the Council of 
Senior Scholars and the Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research 
and Iftāʾ. For nine years, he was a student at the mosque of Ḥammād 
as-Salāma, located in the al-Fayḥāʾ district, Riyadh.

Shaykh ʿAbdul ʿAzīz bin ʿAbdullāh ar-Rājiḥī: Professor of ʿAqīdah, 
Muḥammad bin Saud Islāmic University. He was his student at the 
mosque of Amīr Sulṭān, ar-Rabwah district, for nine years. 

QURʾĀN CERTIFICATES (ʿIJĀZAH):

He learned the whole Qurʾān using the recitational style (Qirāʾat) of 
Ḥafṣ and Shuʿbah, as narrated by as-Shāṭibī. His teacher who licensed 
him is Shaykh Muḥammad Fakhr ad-Dīn Balīgh al-Miṣrī ( ُ .(حََفِِظََهُُ اللَّهُ�

He learned the whole Qurʾān using the recitational style (Qirāʾat) of 
ʿĀṣim, as narrated by Ḥafṣ, using the method of Ṭaybatī an-Nashr. His 
teacher who licensed him is Shaykh Muḥammad Fakhr ad-Dīn Balīgh 
al-Miṣrī ( ُ .(حََفِِظََهُُ اللَّهُ�

SOME OF THE BOOKS HE STUDIED: 

	‒ The six Sunnah collections,  Muwaṭṭaʾ Mālik, and Musnad of 
Ahmad. He studied them with Shaykh Yaḥyā bin ʿUthmān in 
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Makkah.    

	‒ al-Fawz al-Kabīr fī ʿUṣūl at-Tafsīr by Walī Allāh ad-Dahlūlī.

	‒ al-ʿItqān fī ʿUlūm al-Qurʾān by as-Suyūṭī.

	‒ Tafsīr al-Qurʾān al-ʿAẓīm by Ibn Kathīr

	‒ Nukhbat al-Fikr by Ibn Ḥajar.

HIS WORKS:

	‒ Tanbīh al-Ikhwān ilā Ḥaqīqat al-Īmān.

	‒ Mahlā ʾAyuha al-Ḥizbiyyūn.

	‒ ʿAwāʾiq fī Ṭarīq ad-Daʿwah ilā Allāh.

	‒ an-Nār Dār al-ʾAshʿiyāʾ.

	‒ al-Jannah Dār as-Shuʿadāʾ.

The list goes on for more than 22 titles.

His commentaries on the following books are available online on his 
website. Below are the books divided according to a discipline-based 
categorization: 

TAFSĪR (QURʾĀN COMMENTARY):

	‒ Tafsīr al-Qurʾān al-ʿAẓīm by Ibn Kathīr
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	‒ Taysīr al-Karīm ar-Raḥmān by Shaykh as-Saʿdī.

	‒ Muqaddimah fī ʿ Uṣūl at-Tafsīr by Shaykh al-Islām Ibn Taymiyyah.

CREED (ʿAQĪDAH):

	‒ al-Ḥāʾiyyah by Ibn Abū Dāwūd.

	‒ al-ʿUbūdiyyah by Shaykh al-Islām Ibn Taymiyyah.

	‒ Tajrīd at-Tawḥīd al-Mufīd by al-Miqrīzī.

	‒ Fatḥ al-Majīd fī Sharḥ Kitāb at-Tawḥīd

	‒ ʿAqīdah as-Salaf wa Aṣḥāb al-Ḥadīth by as-Ṣābūnī.

The list goes on for 40 books. 

FIQH AND ʿUṢŪL AL-FIQH (ISLĀMIC 
JURISPRUDENCE AND ITS PRINCIPLES): 

	‒ Manhaj as-Sālikīn by Shaykh as-Saʿdī.

	‒ ʿUmdat al-Fiqh by Ibn Qudāmah.

	‒ at-Tashīl fī al-Fiqh by al-Baʿlī.

	‒ al-ʿUṣūl min ʿIlm al-ʿUṣūl by Shaykh Ibn ʿUthaymīn.

ḤADĪTH AND MUṢTALAḤ AL-ḤADĪTH 
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(SCIENCES OF ḤADĪTH):

	‒ Reading Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī.

	‒ Reading al-Arbaʿūn an-Nawawiyyah.

	‒ ʿUmdat al-Aḥkām by ʿAbdul Ghanī al-Maqdisī.

	‒ al-Manẓūmah al-Bayqūniyyah by Ṭaha bin Muḥammad al-Bayqūnī.

MORALS AND CHARACTER:

Tadhkirat as-Sāmiʿ wal-Mutakallim fī adab al-ʿĀlim wal-Mutaʿallim 
by al-Ḥāfidh bin Jumāʿah. 

The introduction of al-Majmūʿ by an-Nawawī. Allāh says: 

ژ ٱ ٻ ٻ ٻ ٻ پ پ پ پ ڀڀ ڀ ڀ ٺ 

ٺ ٺ ٺٿ ٿ ٿ ٿ ٹ ٹ ژ 

“Is he whose breast Allāh has opened to Islām, so that he is 
in  light from His Lord (as he who is a non-Muslim)? So, woe 
to those whose hearts are hardened against remembrance 
of Allāh! They are in plain error!” [Sūrah az-Zumar 39:22]

Abū Umāmah (I) reported that the Messenger of Allāh 
(H) said:

»بُُعِِثْْتُُ بِاِلْْحََنِيِفِِيََّةِِ السََّمْْحََةِِ«

 “I was sent with the upright and easy pure religion.”
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 It is recorded in the Musnad of Ahmad in his Musnad collection and 
is graded as sound by al-Albānī (V) in his book as-Ṣaḥīḥah. 

ʿAmr bin al-ʿĀṣ (I) reported that the Messenger of Allāh 
(H) said: 

مََ يََجُُـبُُّ مََـا كََانََ قََبْْلََـهُُ، وََإِنََِّ الْْهِِجْْـرََةََ   »يََـا عََمْْـرُُو، بََايِـِعْْ، فََـإِنََِّ الِإِسْْلَاا

تََجُُـبُُّ مََـا كََانََ قََبْْلََهََـا فََبََايََعْْتُُـهُُ«
“ʿAmr, accept Islām, for it blots out all the sins committed 
before embracing it in the same way Hijrah blots out the 
sins committed before it.” [It is recorded by Ahmad in his 
Musnad collection and is graded as sound by al-Albānī (V) 
in his book al-Jāmiʿ]
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 Introduction of the 
First Edition

Praise be to Allāh. We seek His help and forgiveness. We seek refuge 
with Him from the evils of our souls. Whoever Allāh guides none 

can lead astray, and whoever Allāh allows to go astray none can guide. 
I testify that there is no deity worthy of worship but Allāh, and I testify 
that Muḥammad is His servant and Messenger. 

ژ ٿ ٿ ٹ ٹ ٹ ٹ ڤ ڤ ڤ ڤ ڦ ڦ ڦ ژ

“O you who believe! Fear Allāh (by doing all that He has 
ordered and by abstaining from all that He has forbidden) 
as He should be feared. [Obey Him, be thankful to Him, 
and remember Him always], and die not except in a state 
of Islām [as Muslims (with complete submission to Allāh).” 
[Sūrah āl-ʿImrān 3:102] 

ژ ٱ ٻ ٻ ٻ ٻ پ پ پ پ ڀ ڀ  ڀ ڀ ٺ ٺ 

ٺ       ٺٿ ٿ ٿ ٿ ٹ ٹ  ٹٹ ڤ ڤ ڤ      ڤ ڦ ڦ ژ 

“O mankind! Be dutiful to your Lord, Who created you 
from a single person (Adam), and from him (Adam) He 
created his  wife [ Hawwā (Eve)], and from them both He 
created many men and women; and fear Allāh through 
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Whom you demand (your mutual rights), and (do not cut 
the relations of) the wombs (kinship). Surely, Allāh is Ever 
an All-Watcher over you.” [ Sūrah an-Nisāʾ 4:1] 

ژ ۀ ہ ہ ہ ہ ھ ھ ھ ھ ے ے ۓ ۓ 

ڭ  ڭڭ ڭ ۇ ۇ ۆ ۆ ۈ ۈ ۇٴ ۋ ژ 

“O you who believe! Keep your duty to Allāh and fear 
Him, and speak (always) the truth. He will direct you to 
do righte   ous goo d deeds and will forgive you your sins. And 
whosoever obeys Allāh and His Messenger (H), he 
has indeed achieved a great achievement (i.e. he will be saved 
from the Hell-fire and will be admitted to Paradise).” [Sūrah 
al-Aḥzāb 33:70-71]

To proceed: 

The best speech is that of Allāh and the best guidance is that of 
Muḥammad (H). The most evil of things are those innovated 
(in religion), and every religious innovation is [a form of] misguidance, 
and every misguidance is in Hellfire.

WHAT MOTIVATED THE WRITER TO 
AUTHOR THIS SERIES OF BOOKS?

For those seeking the truth and our new Muslim brothers, two things 
motivated me strongly to write this piece: 

FIRST: To gain the promise delivered in the Ḥadīth recorded in the 
two Ṣaḥīḥ collections on the authority of Sahl bin Saʿd (I) who 
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reported that the Messenger of Allāh (H) told ʿAlī bin Abī 
Ṭālib (I) on the battle of Khaybar after delivering him the flag,

نْْ يََهْْدِِيََ الُلَّهُ بِكََِ رََجُُالًا وََاحِِدًًا خََيْْرٌٌ لََكََ مِِنْْ أََنْْ يََكُُونََ لََكََ حُُمْْرُُ النََّعََمِِ« »فََوََالِلَّهِ لَأَ�َ

“By Allāh, if a single person is guided by Allāh through you, 
it will be better for you than a whole lot of red camels.”

The expert scholar an-Nawawī (V) said in his commentary on Ṣaḥīḥ 
Muslim, “The red camels represent the Arab’s most valuable wealth. 
It is an expression they use to reflect the genuine value of something, 
second to nothing in its caliber. It is worth noting that drawing on 
worldly im agery to express hereafter-related things is meant to provide 
a familiar example for easier conceptualization. Had it not been for this 
reason, an atom’s weight of the everlasting hereafter supersedes this 
entire world.” This Ḥadīth has expounded on the virtue of knowledge, 
inviting people to the correct path, and introducing good practices. 

SECOND: Some non-Arab Muslim brothers, especially from France, 
have requested that I write something on this topic. I ask Allāh 
Almighty for His help, support, and guidance to the truth, for He is 
the All-Merciful and Most-Loving. 

In writing this piece, I laid out all the needs that anyone seeking the 
truth, whether a non-Muslim or a new Muslim, wants. I am always 
happy to hear the news of someone accepting Islām because they will 
definitely feel its impact on their lives such that they will find relief, 
happiness, tranquility, and answers to creedal paradoxes. There is 
absolutely no genuine happiness or comfort except in Islām. Still, this 
does not mean one will never face life difficulties. Allāh Almighty says, 
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ژ ڻ ۀ ۀ ہ ہ ہ ہ ھ ھ  ھ   ھ ے ے ۓ 

ۓ ڭڭ ڭ ڭ ۇ    ۇ ۆ ۆ ۈ ژ 

“Do people think that they will be left alone because they 
say: “We believe,” and will not be tested. And We indeed 
tested those who were before them. And Allāh will certainly 
make (it) known (the truth of) those who are true, and will 
certainly make (it) known (the falsehood of) those who are 
liars, (although Allāh knows all that before putting them 
to test).” [Sūrah al-ʿAnkabūt 29:2-3]

I, on the other hand, feel sad to learn about new Muslims who no t only 
know nothing about Islām but its name but also perform nothing of 
its rituals except pronouncing the two testimonies despite their full 
capability to perform its rituals. They do not pray, fast, give out Zakāh, 
or perform Ḥajj. They even remain committed to their pre-Islām habits 
such as consuming intoxicants, fornication, etc.… I, therefore, wished 
to offer an easy way to help those seeking the truth as well as our fellow 
new Muslim brothers through this series of books I titled: Alerting 
People to the principal Rulings New Muslims Need. It is composed of 
several parts as follows: 

PART ONE: Rulings of Creed.

PART TWO: Rulings of Personal Purification and Prayer.

PART THREE: Rulings of Zakāh, Fasting, and Ḥajj. 

PART FOUR: Rulings of Allāh’s Remembrance and Islāmic Etiquettes.

PART FIVE: Islāmic Morals. 
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I ask Allāh to make this work blessed, beneficial, and sincere for His 
own sake. I ask Allāh to benefit me with this work during my life and 
after my death. I ask Allāh to make this work helpful for whoever reads 
it, for need nor hope are better asked from none but Allāh. He is the 
One to rely on, as there is no might nor power except by Him, the All-
High and the Greatest. 

This first part of the series is made of four chapters: 

CHAPTER 1: Showcasing the excellent traits of Islām.

CHAPTER 2: A brief explanation of the Two Testimonies of Faith. 

CHAPTER 3: An overview of the Muslim creed.

CHAPTER 4: How to follow the path of the Prophet (H) 
in accordance with the understanding of his honorable Companions 
(I) without falling victim to the ideologies of religious innovators 
such as the Kharijites and others. 
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﻿CHAPTER ONE

 Showcasing the 
Excellent Traits of the 

Islāmic Religion
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 The Religion of Islām is 
built on Tawhīd 

For all those seeking the truth, you should know that the Islāmic 
religion is entirely full of merits and offers [individual and 

collective] interests. It is the religion of easiness. The religion of justice 
and mercy. The religion of harmony and solidarity. The religion of 
knowledge and action. A religion that guides to the most upright of 
things. The religion of perfection and comprehensiveness. The religion 
of loyalty, truthfulness, and honesty. The religion of honor, strength, 
and resistance. 

This religion is built on Tawḥīd (monotheism). Its soul is sincerity. Its 
slogan is tolerance and solidarity. It is built on the beneficial and sound 
creed, the honorable morals that set upright the mind and the soul, the 
good deeds that make life better, and the proofs that prove its creed and 
rulings. It is built on the renunciation of idolatry and the devotion of 
religion to Allāh, the Lord of the worlds. 

Islām is built on rejecting superstitions and tales in stark opposition 
to reason. It promotes absolute reformation, the removal of all evil 
and corruption, and the establishment of justice to uproot all forms 
of injustice by all legal means. Islām encourages the attainment of all 
aspects of perfection. If one wishes evidence of such aspects in Muslims 
history, it is an elaborate discussion that goes beyond the brevity 
targeted by this book. 
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It is worth noting that the faults Muslims commit in conflict with what 
is mentioned above are to be blamed on the Muslims themselves rather 
than the Islāmic religion. 
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 Islām Protects Human Life

Islām prohibits the unrightful killing of any Muslim soul and 
threatens a stern punishment for such a crime. Allāh Almighty says,

ژ گ گ گ ڳ ڳ ڳ ڳ ڱ ڱ 

ڱ ڱ ں ں ڻ   ڻ ڻ ڻ ژ 

“And whoever ki lls a believer intentionally, his recompense 
is Hell to abide therein; and the Wrath and the Curse of 
Allāh are upon him, and a great punishment is prepared 
for him.” [Sūrah an-Nisāʾ 4:93]

In his Tafsīr (i.e. Qurʾān commentary), Shaykh as-Saʿdī (V) said, 
“In response to the intentional killing, [the verse] highlights a heart-
trembling and mind-uncomforting threat. Of all the threatened 
punishments for major sins, this one is uncontested because it 
foretells the punishment in hellfire. Put differently, this heinous 
sin has singlehandedly caused its perpetrator to be punished by the 
awful torment and severe humiliation in hellfire, not to mention the 
displeasure of the All-Powerful and the failure to secure success. The 
murderer is promised loss and disa ppointment. We therefore seek refuge 
in Allāh from all the means that distance us from Allāh’s mercy. This 
threat shares the same ruling designated for other textual proofs that 
promise the punishment of eternal damnation into hellfire or being 
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left out of entering paradise.” 

On a relevant note, there are categories of people whose killing is 
forbidden. One of them is Muʿāhad (non-Muslims promised security) 
and killing them is one of the most serious major sins in Islām. Al-
Bukhārī recorded on the authority of ʿAbdullāh bin ʿUmar (I) 
who reported that the Prophet (H) said,

ـةِِ، وََإِّنَّ رِِيحََهََا تُُوجََدُُ  »مََـنْْ قََتََـلََ  مُُعََاهََـدًًا لََمْْ يََـرِِحْْ رََائِحََِـةََ الْْجََّنَّ

مِنِْْ مََسِِـيرََةِِ أََرْْبََعِِيـنََ عََامًًا«

“Whoever killed a Muʿāhad (a person who is granted the 
pledge of protection by the Muslims) shall not smell the 
fragrance of Paradise though its fragrance can be smelt at 
a distance of forty years (of traveling).” The Muʿāhad is a 
Jewish or Christian person who is granted protection in 
the Muslim land. 

In his commentary on the above Ḥadīth, our Shaykh ʿAbdul ʿAzīz bin 
Bāz (V) said, “The Ḥadīth warns against the killing of non-Muslims 
granted protection. Anyone who enjoys such a pact [of protection] 
must not be killed as soon as the ruler has granted them a pact of 
protection or the collection of Jizyah [in return for protection]. This 
pact must be honored because true Muslims honor the terms of the 
agreement and never break their promises. For this reason, the Ḥadīth 
continues, “Shall not smell the fragrance of Paradise.” This is a very 
serious threat. It is mandatory to avoid the killing of anyone the ruler 
granted protection either in return for Jizyah or not. The agreement 
must be honored unless that person breaks it. The ruler must keep up 
this pact without breaking it until it expires.” 
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Abū Dāwūd recorded a Ḥadīth reported by a number of Companions 
of the Messenger of Allāh (H) on the authority of their fathers 
who were relatives of each other. The Messenger of Allāh (H) 
said:

»أََلَاا مََنْْ ظََلََمََ مُُعََاهِِدًًا، أََوِِ انْْتََقََصََهُُ، أََوْْ كََلََّفََهُُ فََوْْقََ طََاقََتِهِِِ، أََوْْ أََخََذََ مِِنْْهُُ شََـيْْئًًا 

بِغََِيْْـرِِ طِبِِي نََفْْـسٍٍ، فََأََنََا حََجِِجُُيهُُ يََوْْمََ الْْقِِيََامََةِِ«

“Beware, if anyone wrongs a contracting man, or diminishes 
his right, or forces him to work beyond his capacity, or 
takes from him anything without his consent, I shall plead 
for him on the Day of Judgment.” [This Ḥadīth is graded as 
sound by the expert scholar al-Albānī]

One of the tokens of the protection of human life Islām provides is the 
many codes and guidelines it set even during the observance of worship. 
There shall be no extremism nor negligence but rather adherence to 
moderation and the easy and pure religion. The Prophet (H) 
made it clear that one’s body has a right. Both al-Bukhārī and Muslim 
recorded a Ḥadīth on the authority of ʿAbdullāh bin ʿAmr bin al-ʿĀṣ 
(I) who reported, “I used to observe fast uninterruptedly and 
recited the (whole of the) Qurʾān every night. It (the uninterrupted 
fasting and recital of the Qurʾān every night) was mentioned to the 
Messenger of Allāh (H) or he sent for me, and I went to him 
and he said to me:

»أََلََـمْْ أََخْْبََـرََ أََنََّـكََ تََصُُـومُُ الدََّهْْـرََ، وََتََقْْرََأُُ الْْقُُـرْْآنََ كُُلََّ لََيْْلََـةٍٍ ؟ فََقُُلْْـتُُ : بََلََىٰٰ يََا 

نََبِـِيََّ اللَّهِِ، وََلََـمْْ أُُرِِدْْ بِذََِلِـِكََ إِالَّا الْْخََيْْـرََ، قََـالََ: »فََـإِنََِّ بِحََِسْْـبِكََِ أََنْْ تََصُُـومََ مِـِنْْ 

ثََـةََ أََيََّـامٍٍ«، قُُلْْتُُ: يََـا نََبِيََِّ اللَّهِِ، إِنِِِّي أُُطِيِقُُ أََفْْضََـلََ مِنِْْ ذََلِكََِ، قََالََ  كُُلِِّ شََـهْْرٍٍ ثََلَاا

فََـإِنََِّ لِزََِوْْجِِـكََ عََلََيْْـكََ حََقًًّا، وََلِـِزََوْْرِِكََ عََلََيْْكََ حََقًًّـا، وََلِجََِسََـدِِكََ عََلََيْْكََ حََقًًّا«
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‘I have been informed that you fast continuously and recite 
(the whole of the Qurʾān) every night.’ I said: ‘Prophet of 
Allāh, it is right, but I covet thereby nothing but good,’ 
whereupon he said: ‘It suffices for you that you should 
observe fast for three days during every month.’ I said: 
‘Prophet of Allāh, I am capable of doing more than this. He 
said: Your wife has a right upon you, your visitor has a right 
upon you, your body has a right upon you; He (ʿAbdullāh 
bin ʿAmr bin al-ʿĀṣ) said: ‘I was hard on myself and thus I 
was put to hardship. The Prophet of Allāh (H) had 
told me: You do not know you may live long (thus and bear 
the hardships for a long time), and I accepted that which 
the Messenger of Allāh (H) had told me. When I 
grew old, I wished I had availed myself of the concession 
(granted by) the Messenger of Allāh (H).’

ENCOURAGING MODERATION IN FOOD AND DRINK

The following are some of the means that, by Allāh’s will, protect from 
sickness and harm: 

Allāh Almighty says:

ژ پ ڀ ڀ  ڀ ژ 

“Eat and drink but waste not by extravagance.” [Sūrah al-
Aʿrāf 7:31] 

In his book Zād al-Maʾād fi Hady Khayr al-ʿIbād (The Provision 
of the Hereafter Learned from the Best of People], Ibn al-Qayyim 
(V) said, “With regard to the Prophet’s (H) guidance in 



28 Alerting Mankind of the Principal Rulings New Muslims Need to Know

maintaining one’s healt h, Allāh Almighty says:

 ڀ  ڀ ڀ پ ژژ ڀ  ڀ ڀ پ ژ ژ ڀ ڀ پ ژ ژ پ ڀ ڀ  ڀ ژ ڀ  ژ

“Eat and drink but waste not by extravagance.”

Allāh guides His servants to consume food and drink that maintains the 
body to compensate for whatever is discharged from it. The quantity 
and manner of eating should maintain what is good for the body. 
Anything beyond this is considered a waste that causes health problems 
and sicknesses. By waste, I refer to both refraining from eating and 
drinking or consuming them unrestrictedly. These few divine words 
have summed up how to preserve physical health.”

The Prophet (H) informed us of the adequate portions of 
food and drink. As recorded by at-Tirmidhī, who graded the Ḥadīth 
as sound and good, Miqdām bin Maʾdi Karib (I) reported that he 
heard the Messenger of Allāh (H) saying:

تٌٌ يُُقِِمْْنََ صُُلْْبََهُُ،  »مََا مََلَأَ�َ آدََمِِيٌٌّ وِِعََاءًً شََـرًًّا مِِنْْ بََطْْنٍٍ، بِحََِسْْـبِِ ابْْنِِ آدََمََ أُُكُُلَاا

فََإِنِْْ كََانََ لَاا مََحََالََةََ : فََثُُلُُثٌٌ لِطََِعََامِهِِِ، وََثُُلُُثٌٌ لِشََِـرََابِهِِِ، وََثُُلُُثٌٌ لِنَِفَََسِِـهِِ«

“No man fills a container worse than his stomach. A few 
morsels that keep his back upright are sufficient for him. If 
he has to, then he should keep one-third for food, one-third 
for drink, and one-third for his breathing.”

PRESERVING FOOD AND DRINK TO AVOID 
ANY [POTENTIAL] DISEASE 

Muslim and Ibn Mājah recorded in their Ḥadīth collections on the 
authority of Jābir (I) who reported that the Messenger of Allāh 



Alerting Mankind of the Principal Rulings New Muslims Need to Know 29

(H) said:

نََـاءََ، وََأََوْْكُُـوا السِِّـقََاءََ، وََأََغْْلِِقُُوا الْْبََـابََ، وََأََطْْفِِئُُوا السِِّـرََاجََ، فََإِنََِّ  ِ »غََطُُّـوا ا�لْإِ

الشََّـيْْطََانََ لَاا يََحُُـلُُّ سِِـقََاءًً، وََلَاا يََفْْتََـحُُ بََابًًـا، وََلَاا يََكْْشِِـفُُ إِنََِـاءًً، فََـإِنِْْ لََمْْ يََجِِدْْ 

أََحََدُُكُُـمْْ إِالَّا أََنْْ يََعْْـرُُضََ عََلََـىٰٰ إِنََِائِـِهِِ عُُودًًا، وََيََذْْكُُرََ اسْْـمََ اللّٰٰـهِِ، فََلْْيََفْْعََلْْ، فََإِنََِّ 

الْْفُُوََيْْسِِـقََةََ تُُضْْـرِِمُُ عََلََىٰٰ أََهْْلِِ الْْبََيْْـتِِ بََيْْتََهُُمْْ«

“Cover up the (food) containers (i.e. pots, pans, etc.), tie 
up the mouth of the water-skin, lock up the doors and 
extinguish the lamps [i.e. turn off the lights] because Satan 
can neither untie the water-skin nor open the door nor 
uncover the containers. If one can cover the cooking pot 
even by placing a piece of wood across it and pronouncing 
the Name of Allāh on it, let him do it. A mouse can 
sometimes cause a house to burn along its dwellers.” 

This is meant to avoid leaving food or drink exposed to air and disease-
communicating bugs. 

MAINTAINING INDIVIDUAL AND PUBLIC 
HEALTH AGAINST [CONTRACTING] VIRAL 
INFECTIONS

Our Prophet (H) has clearly prohibited the inflection of 
harm against anyone. Ibn ʿAbbās (I) reported that the Prophet 
(H) said: 

»لَاا ضََرََرََ وََلَاا ضِِرََارََ«

“There should neither harm nor the reciprocation of harm.” 
[Recorded by Ahmad and Ibn Mājah and it is graded as sound 
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by al-Albānī (V)] 

Al-Bukhārī and Muslim recorded on the authority of Abū Hurairah 
(I) who reported that the Prophet (H) said:

»لَاا يُُورِِدََنََّ مُُمْْرِِضٌٌ عََلََىٰٰ مُُصِِحٍٍّ«

“Do not put a sick person with a healthy one.”

Both Muslim and Ibn Mājah recorded a Ḥadīth on the authority of 
ʿAmr bin ash-Sharid that his father reported, “There was a man with 
tubercular leprosy in the delegation of Thaqīf and the Prophet sent to 
him a message, saying: 

»إِنََِّا قََدْْ بََايََعْْنََاكََ، فََارْْجِِعْْ«

“We have taken your oath of allegiance, so go home.” 

Ahmad and al-Bukhārī recorded a Ḥadīth on the authority of 
Abū Hurairah (I) who reported that the Messenger of Allāh 
(H) said: 

سََدِِ« »فِِرََّ مِِنََ الْْمََجْْذُُمِِو كََمََا تََفِِرُُّ مِِنََ ا�لْأََ

“Run away from the leper as you would run away from a 
lion.” 

ISLĀM PROMOTES SEEKING MEDICAL 
TREATMENT TO HEAL FROM SICKNESS

Usāmah bin Shārik (I) reported, “I saw the Bedouins asking the 
Prophet (H): ‘We experience difficulty in such and such, is 
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there any harm in such and such?’ He said to them:

»عِِبََـادََ الِلَّهِ، وََضََـعََ الُلَّهُ الْْحََـرََجََ، إِالَّا مََـنِِ اقْْتََـرََضََ مِِـنْْ عِِـرْْضِِ أََخِِيـهِِ شََـيْْئًًا، 

لَاا  أََنْْ  جُُنَـَاحٌٌ  عََلََيْْنَـَا  هََـلْْ  اللَّهِِ،  رََسُُـولََ  يََـا  فََقََالُُـوا:  حََـرِِجََ«  ـذِِي  اّلَّ فََـذََاكََ 

نََتََدََاوََى؟ قََالََ: »تََدََاوََوْْا عِِبََادََ اللَّهِِ، فََإِنََِّ الَلَّهَ سُُـبْْحََانََهُُ لََمْْ يََضََعْْ دََاءًً إِالَّا وََضََعََ 

مََعََـهُُ شِِـفََاءًً، إِالَّا الْْهََـرََمََ«

‘O servants of Allāh! Allāh has removed difficulty except in 
a case where a man slanders someone unjustly; that is what 
is sinful.’ They said: ‘O Messenger of Allāh! Is there any sin 
if we do not seek treatment?’ He said: ‘Seek treatment, O 
servants of Allāh! For Allāh does not create any disease but 
He also creates with it the cure, except for old age.”

The Prophet (H) guided the Muslim nation to some of the 
treatments. As recorded by al-Bukhārī and Muslim on the authority of 
Ibn ʿUmar (I) who reported that the Prophet (H) said:

»الْْحُُمََّىٰٰ مِِنْْ فََيْْحِِ جََهََنََّمََ، فََأََبْْرِِدُُوهََا بِاِلْْمََاءِِ«،

“Fever is from the vehemence of the heat of Jahannam, so 
put it out with water.” 

He (H) also guided us to cupping and eating honey. al-Bukhārī 
recorded on the authority of Ibn ʿAbbās (I) who reported that the 
Prophet (H) said:

ثََةٍٍ: فِِي شََـرْْطََةِِ مِِحْْجََمٍٍ، أََوْْ شََـرْْبََةِِ عََسََـلٍٍ، أََوْْ كََيََّةٍٍ  »الشِِّـفََاءُُ فِِي ثََلَاا

بِنَِـَارٍٍ، وََأََنََـا أََنْْهََىٰٰ أُُمََّتِـِي عََنِِ الْْكََيِِّ«
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“Healing is in three things: A gulp of honey, cupping, and 
branding with fire (cauterizing). But I forbid my followers 
to use (cauterization) branding with fire.”

ISLĀM PROHIBITS BREATHING INTO THE 
DRINKING UTENSIL 

Abū Qatādah (I) reported that the Messenger of Allāh 
(H) said:

نََاءِِ« ِ »إِذََِا شََرِِبََ أََحََدُُكُُمْْ فََلَاا يََتََنََفََّسْْ فِِي ا�لْإِ

“When any of you drinks, let him not breathe in the 
drinking utensil.”

In his commentary Fatḥ al-Bārī, Ibn Hajar (V) said, “This 
prohibition is meant to keep up with decorum as a way to display 
utmost cleanliness because it is possible one may spit, snot, or release 
an unpleasant smell inside the drinking utensil while breathing, thus 
preventing oneself as well as others from drinking.” 

ISLĀM PROHIBITS LITTERING PLACES  

Muʾādh bin Jabal (I) reported that the Prophet (H) said,

ثََةََ: الْْبََرََازََ فِِي الْْمََوََارِِدِِ، وََقََارِِعََةِِ الطََّرِِقِِي، وََالظِِّلِِّ« عِِانََ الثََّلَاا »اتََّقُُوا الْْمََلَا

“Be on your guard against three things which provoke 
cursing: Relieving oneself in the watering places and on 
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the streets, and in the shade (of the tree) ” [Recorded by 
Abū Dāwūd, Ibn Mājah, and it is graded as good by al-Albānī 
(V)] 

The Ḥadīth prohibits relieving oneself in watering places and in the 
streets due to the filth this leaves behind and the consequential harm. 
Tossing any sort of kind of filth in stale or running water is a potential 
cause of serious diseases, the gravest of which is bilharzias of which more 
than 600 thousand people were infected. Its main cause is relieving 
oneself in water places or nearby. People who do these sorts of actions 
are vulnerable to people’s cursing because they harm them. There are 
many Ḥadīths in this regard. 

ISLĀM ENCOURAGES THE MUSLIM TO WASH 
HIS HANDS THREE TIMES AFTER WAKING 
UP AND BEFORE PLACING THEM IN ANY 
UTENSIL 

As recorded in the six Ḥadīth collections, Abū Hurairah (I) 
reported that the Prophet (H) said:

نََاءِِ حََتََّىٰٰ يََغْْسِِـلََهََا  ِ »إِذََِا اسْْـتََيْْقََظََ أََحََدُُكُُـمْْ مِِـنْْ نََوْْمِِـهِِ فََلَاا يََغْْمِِـسُُ يََـدََهُُ فِِـي ا�لْإِ

ثًًاـا ؛ فََإِنََِّـهُُ لٓاا يََـدْْرِِي أََيْْـنََ بََاتََـتْْ يََدُُهُُ« ثََلَا

 “When one of you wakes up from his sleep, he must not 
put his hand in a utensil till he washed it three times, for he 
does not know where his hands were (while he was asleep).” 
In his book ʿAwn al-Maʾbūd, al-ʾAdhīm, Abadi (V) 
noted, “The Ḥadīth means that he does not exactly where 
his hands were during his sleep. In other words, he does 
not know if his hands touched a pure or impure part in 
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his body, for they may have been on a wound or the private 
part.” 

To sum up, were I to list all the manifestations of Islam’s preservation 
of health, it would have been too lengthy. What I mentioned so far is, 
however, sufficient. 
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 Islām Protects the Mind

Islām has paid due attention to the mind such that Allāh Almighty 
mandated its preservation and prohibited anything that might cause 

it to decline or disrupt its effectiveness. Therefore, weakening it is by 
all means a crime that invites the wrath of Allāh and leads the mind to 
lose the ability to make sound judgments. At such a low level, one is 
no better than an animal because he has lost his ability to understand. 
For this reason, Allāh prohibited intoxicants and narcotics due to their 
harmful effects on the human. 

Allāh Almighty says:

ژ ٱ ٻ ٻ ٻ ٻ     پ پ پ پ ڀ ڀ ڀ ڀ 

ٺ ٺ ٺ ٺ ٿ  ٿ ٿ ٿ ٹ ٹ ٹ ٹ ڤ 

ڤ ڤ ڤ ڦ ڦ ڦ ڦڄ ڄ ڄ ڄ ڃژ 

“O you who believe! Intoxicants (all kinds of alcoholic 
drinks), gambling, and  al-Anṣāb, and  al-Azlām (arrows for 
seeking luck or decision) are an abomination of Shayṭān’s 
(Satan) handiwork. So, avoid (strictly all) that (abomination) 
in order that you may be successful. Shayṭān (Satan) 
wants only to excite enmity and hatred between you with 
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 intoxicants (alcoholic drinks) and gambling and hinder 
you from the remembrance of Allāh and from as-Salat (the 
prayer). So, will you not then abstain?” [Sūrah al-Māʾidah 
5:90-91]

Consuming intoxicants make one as absent-minded as an insane 
person who cannot fathom the extent of the crimes he is committing 
in violation of religion and honor. Even more lethal than intoxicants 
are the narcotics that cance l out the m ind and damage the heart. For 
such reasons, Islām made it as prohibited as intoxicants because both 
of them cause insobriety. 
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 Islām Protects Wealth 

Islām prohibits all unlawful means of money-making. Allāh Almighty 
says: 

ژ ڱ ڱ ڱ ں ں ڻ ڻ  ڻ ڻ ۀ ۀ ہ  ہ ہ ہ ھ ھ ھ ژ ژ ژ ڱ ڱ ڱ ں ں ژ ھ ھ ژ

“And eat up not one another’s property unjustly (in any 
illegal way e.g. stealing, robbing, deceiving, etc.),” [Sūrah 
al-Baqarah 2:188]

In his book al-Kabāʾir, ad-Dhahabī (V) said, “This means that 
everyone must refrain from consuming each other’s wealth by unlawful 
means. Ibn ʿAbbās (I) pointed out this can be done through 
pronouncing a false oath to unlawfully eat the other person’s money. 

The unlawful earning of money takes two forms: 1) Transgression by 
means of seizure, treachery, and theft. 2) Jesting and playing that usually 
take place in gambling and entertainment activities. As recorded in 
Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, the Messenger of Allāh (H) said:

»إِنََِّ رِِجََاالًا يََتََخََوََّضُُونََ فِِي مََالِِ الِلَّهِ بِغََِيْْرِِ حََقٍٍّ فََلََهُُمُُ النََّارُُ يََوْْمََ الْْقِِيََامََةِِ«

“Men will unjustly acquire for themselves property which 
belongs to Allāh, and on the day of resurrection they will go 
to hell.” And in Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim, the Prophet (H) said, 
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»الرََّجُُـلََ يُُطِِيـلُُ السََّـفََرََ أََشْْـعََثََ أََغْْبََـرََ ، يََمُُـدُُّ يََدََيْْـهِِ إِلََِىٰٰ السََّـمََاءِِ: يََـا رََبِِّ، يََا 

رََبِِّ، وََمََطْْعََمُُهُُ حََرََامٌٌ، وََمََشْْـرََبُُهُُ حََرََامٌٌ ، وََمََلْْبََسُُـهُُ حََرََامٌٌ ، وََغُُذِِيََ بِاِلْْحََرََامِِ، 

فََأََنََّـى يُُسْْـتََجََابُُ  لِذََِلِكََِ ؟!«

“The person who travels for a long period of time, his hair is 
disheveled and covered with dust. He lifts his hand towards 
the sky and thus makes the supplication: ‘My Lord! My 
Lord!’ But his food is unlawful, his drink is unlawful, his 
clothes are unlawful and his nourishment is unlawful. How 
can, then, his supplication be accepted?”

Islām prohibits theft and bribery. In regard to the former, Allāh 
Almighty says: 

ژ ٺ ٺ ٺ ٿ ٿ ٿ ٿ       ٹ ٹ 

ٹٹ ڤ ڤ  ڤ ڤ ژ 

“And (as for) the male thief and the female thief, cut off 
(from the wrist joint) their (right) hands as a recompense 
for that which they committed, a punishment by way of 
example from Allāh. And Allāh is All-Powerful, All-Wise.” 
[Sūrah al-Māʾidah 5:38] 

As agreed upon by al-Bukhārī and Muslim, ʿĀʾishah (I) reported, 
“Quraish were anxious about a woman from Banu Makhzum who had 
committed theft and asked: “Who will speak to the Messenger of Allāh 
(H) about her?” Then they said: “No one will be bold enough 
to do so except Usāmah bin Zaid, the (Companion who was) dearly 
loved by the Messenger of Allāh (H).” So Usāmah (I) 
spoke to him and the Messenger of Allāh (H) (angrily) said, 
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فََقََالََ:»أََيُُّهََـا  فََاخْْتََطََـبََ،  قََـامََ،  ثُُـمََّ  الِلَّهِ؟!«  حُُـدُُدِِو  مِِـنْْ  حََـدٍٍّ  فِِـي  »أََتََشْْـفََعُُ 

النَّـَاسُُ، إِنََِّمََـا أََهْْلََـكََ الََّذِِيـنََ قََبْْلََكُُـمْْ أََنََّهُُـمْْ كََانُُـوا إِذََِا سََـرََقََ فِيِهِِـمُُ الشََّـرِِيفُُ 

تََرََكُُـوهُُ، وََإِذََِا سََـرََقََ فِيِهِِـمُُ الضََّعِِيـفُُ أََقََامُُـوا عََلََيْْـهِِ الْْحََـدََّ، وََايْْـمُُ اللَّهِِ لََـوْْ أََنََّ 

فََاطِمََِـةََ بِنِْـْتََ مُُحََمََّـدٍٍ سََـرََقََتْْ لََقََطََعْْـتُُ يََدََهََـا«

“Are you interceding regarding one of the punishments 
prescribed by Allāh?” He then got up and delivered an 
address in which he said,“Indeed what destroyed the 
people before you was just that when a person of high rank 
among them committed a theft, they spared him; but if 
the same crime was done by a poor person they inflicted 
the prescribed punishment on him. I swear by Allāh that 
if Fāṭimah daughter of Muḥammad should steal, I would 
have her hand cut off.”

In his book al-Kabāʾir, ad-Dhahabī (V) said, “Muslim scholars have 
maintained that the thief’s repentance is invalid unless he gives back 
what he stole to its owner. If the thief is, however, insolvent, he should 
ask forgiveness from the owner of the stolen property.” 

As for bribery, ʿAbdullāh bin ʿUmar (I) said,

»لََعََنََ رََسُُولُُ الِلَّهِ)H( الرََّاشِِيََ وََالْْمُُرْْتََشِِيََ«

“Allāh’s Messenger (H) cursed the one who bribes 
and the one who takes bribe.”

Recorded by Abū Dāwūd and graded as sound by al-Albānī (V). In 
his book al-Kabāʾir, ad-Dhahabī (V) said, “Muslim scholars have 
explained that the giver of bribery is deserving of the curse if he intends 



40 Alerting Mankind of the Principal Rulings New Muslims Need to Know

to harm a Muslim individual or enjoy a privilege that is not rightfully 
his. If he, nevertheless, gives it to earn what is rightfully his and fend 
off incoming injustice, the curse does not apply to him.” 
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 Islām Protects Lineage

Islām prohibits fornication and adultery and their means such 
as prohibited gazing, talking, and listening. Fornicating is well-

known for spreading diseases, disgracing honor, and causing paternity 
confusion by which the child is named to someone other than his 
biological father and receives the inheritance of non-relatives, thus 
creating [an environment] of injustice and unfairness. Allāh Almighty 
says:

ژ ژ ژ ڑڑ ک   ک    ک ک گ گ ژ

“And come not near to unlawful sex. Verily, it is 
a Fāhishah (i.e. anything that transgresses its limits: a great 
sin), and an evil way (that leads one to Hell unless Allāh 
forgives him).” [Sūrah al-Isrāʾ 17:32]

In his Qurʾān commentary, the expert scholar as-Saʿdī noted, 
“Prohibiting so much as approaching fornication is more eloquent 
than prohibiting the action of fornicating itself because the former 
encompasses all the precursors of fornication.

»مََنْْ حََامََ حََوْْلََ الْْحِِمََىٰٰ يُُوشِِكُُ أََنْْ يََقََعََ فِِهِِي«

‘Whoever approaches a matter that is unclear, he will soon 
wind up in its midst,’
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especially this [sexual drive] that is so demanding in the case of so many 
people.” 
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﻿

 Punishment of Fornication 

THE PUNISHMENT OF FORNICATORS IN THIS LIFE

ʿAbdullāh bin ʿUmar (I) said:

»يََـا مََعْْشََـرََ الْْمُُهََاجِِرِِيـنََ، خََمْْسٌٌ إِذََِا ابْْتُُلِِيتُُمْْ بِهِِِنََّ، وََأََعُُـوذُُ بِاِلِلَّهِ أََنْْ تُُدْْرِِكُُوهُُنََّ: 

لََـمْْ تََظْْهََـرِِ الْْفََاحِِشََـةُُ فِـِي قََـوْْمٍٍ قََـطُُّ  حََتََّـىٰٰ يُُعْْلِنُِـُوا بِهََِـا إِالَّا فََشََـا فِيِهِِـمُُ الطََّاعُُونُُ 

فِاهِِِمُُ الََّذِِيـنََ مََضََوْْا« وَْْجََـاعُُ الََّتِـِي لََـمْْ تََكُُـنْْ مََضََتْْ فِـِي أََسْْلَا وََا�لْأَ

“The Messenger of Allāh (H) turned to us and said: 
‘O Muhājirūn, there are five things with which you will 
be tested, and I seek refuge with Allāh lest you live to see 
them: Immorality never appears in a community to such an 
extent that they commit it openly but plagues and diseases 
that were never known among the predecessors will spread 
among them.” [Recorded by Ibn Mājah, al-Hakim, and it is 
graded as sound by al-Albānī (V)] 

Allāh Almighty says:

ژ ڀ ڀ ڀ ٺ     ٺ  ٺ ٺ  ٿٿ ٿ ٿ ٹ ٹ ٹ ٹ ڤ ڤ ڤ         
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ڤ ڦ ڦ ڦڦ ڄ ڄ ڄ ڄ ڃ ڃ ژ 

“The fornicatress and the fornicator, flog each of them with 
a hundred stripes. Let not pity withhold you in  their case, 
in a punishment prescribed by Allāh, if you believe in Allāh 
and the Last Day. And let a party of the believers witness 
their punishment. (This punishment is for unmarried 
persons guilty of the above crime, but if married persons 
commit it (illegal sex), the punishment is to stone them to 
death, according to Allāh’s Law).” [Sūrah an-Nūr 24:2] 

al-Bukhārī recorded that both Abū Hurairah (I) and Zayd 
bin Khālid al-Juhanī (I) reported, “A Bedouin came to Allāh’s 
Messenger (H) and said, “O Allāh’s Messenger! I ask you by 
Allāh to judge My case according to Allāh’s Laws.” His opponent, who 
was more learned than he, said, “Yes, judge between us according to 
Allāh’s Laws, and allow me to speak.” Allāh’s Messenger (H) 
said, “Speak.” He (i.e. the Bedouin or the other man) said, “My son 
was working as a laborer for this (man) and he committed illegal sexual 
intercourse with his wife. The people told me that it was obligatory that 
my son should be stoned to death, so in lieu of that I ransomed my son 
by paying one hundred sheep and a slave girl. Then I asked the religious 
scholars about it, and they informed me that my son must be lashed one 
hundred lashes, and be exiled for one year, and the wife of this (man) 
must be stoned to death.” Allāh’s Messenger (H) said:

قْْضِِيََـنََّ بََيْْنََكُُمََا بِكِِِتََـابِِ الِلَّهِ، الْْوََلِيِـدََةُُ وََالْْغََنََمُُ  »وََالََّـذِِي نََفْْسِِـي بِيََِـدِِهِِ، لَأَ�َ

رََدٌٌّ، وََعََلََـىٰٰ ابْْنِـِكََ جََلْْـدُُ مِاِئََـةٍٍ وََتََغْْرِِيـبُُ عََـامٍٍ اغْْـدُُ يََـا أُُنََيْْـسُُ إِلََِـىٰٰ امْْرََأََةِِ 

هََـذََا، فََـإِنِِِ اعْْتََرََفََـتْْ فََارْْجُُمْْهََا«
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“By Him in Whose Hands my soul is, I will judge between 
you according to Allāh’s Laws. The slave-girl and the sheep 
are to be returned to you, your son is to receive a hundred 
lashes and be exiled for one year. You, Unais, go to the wife 
of this (man) and if she confesses her guilt, stone her to 
death.” Unais went to that woman next morning and she 
confessed. Allāh’s Messenger (H) ordered that she 
be stoned to death.” 

THE PUNISHME NT OF FORNICATORS IN THE GRAVE 

Fornicators will be tossed in a furnace, spacious from underneath 
but narrow on the top. The fire will be blown from underneath them 
and they will scream out. As recorded by al-Bukhārī, the Prophet 
(H) said: 

“We looked into it and found naked men and women, 
and behold, a flame of fire was reaching to them from 
underneath, and when it reached them, they cried loudly.” 

THE PUNISHMENT OF FORNICATORS IN THE 
HEREAFTER

Allāh Almighty says:

ژ ٱ ٻ ٻ ٻ ٻ پ پ پ    پ ڀ   ڀ  ڀ ڀ ٺ   ٺ 

ٺ ٺٿ ٿ ٿ  ٿ ٹ  ٹ ٹ ٹ ڤ  ڤ ڤ ڤ ڦ 

ڦ    ڦ ڦ ڄ ڄ ڄ ڄ ڃ ڃ ڃ ڃ چ  چ 

چ چڇ ڇ ڇ ڇ ڍ ڍ ڌ ڌ  ڎ ڎ ڈ 

ڈ ژ    ژ ڑ ڑ ژ 
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“And those who invoke not any other Ilāh (deity) along 
with Allāh, nor kill such person as Allāh has forbidden, 
except for just cause, nor commit illegal sexual intercourse 
- and whoever does this shall receive the punishment. The 
torment will be doubled to him on the Day of Resurrection, 
and he will abide therein in disgrace; Except those who 
repent and believe (in Islāmic Monotheism), and do 
righteous deeds; for those, Allāh will change their sins into 
good deeds, and Allāh is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. And 
whosoever repents and does righteous good deeds; then 
verily, he repents towards Allāh with true repentance.” 
[Sūrah al-Furqān 25:68-71]

Ibn Kathīr (V) commented on the verse:

ژ ٿ ٿ  ٿ ٹ  ٹژ   

“and whoever does this shall receive the punishment” 

as follows, “It was reported that ʿAbdullāh bin ʿUmar (I) said: 
the ‘punishment’ here refers to a valley in the hellfire. ʿIkrima said 
that  it refers to valleys in hellfire designated for the punishment of 
fornicators. The same is reported to have been said by Saʿīd bin Jubayr 
and Mujāhid. Qatādah said that it refers to humiliation and a valley in 
hellfire, as was narrated to us.” 

It is recorded in both Ṣaḥīḥ collections that Abū Hurairah (I) 
reported that the Prophet (H) said:

»لَاا يََزْْنِـِي الزََّانِـِي حِِيـنََ يََزْْنِـِي وََهُُـوََ مُُؤْْمِِـنٌٌ، وََلَاا يََسْْـرِِقُُ حِِنََي يََسْْـرِِقُُ وََهُُوََ 

مُُؤْْمِـِنٌٌ، وََلَاا يََشْْـرََبُُ حِِيـنََ يََشْْـرََبُُهََا ]أََيِِ: الْْخََمْْـرََ [وََهُُـوََ مُُؤْْمِـِنٌٌ، وََالتََّوْْبََـةُُ 
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بََعْْدُُ« مََعْْرُُضََوـةٌٌ 

“The one who commits illegal sexual intercourse  is not a 
believer at the time of committing illegal sexual intercourse 
and a thief is not a believer at the time of committing theft 
and a drinker of alcoholic drink is not a believer at the 
time of drinking. Yet, (the gate of) repentance is open 
thereafter.”

It is recorded in both Ṣaḥīḥ collections that ʿAbdullāh bin Masʿūd 
(I) reported that:

سََـأََلْْتُُ النَّبَِـِيََّ)H(: أََيُُّ الذََّنْْـبِِ أََعْْظََـمُُ عِِنْْـدََ الِلهِ؟ قََـالََ: »أََنْْ 

تََجْْعََـلََ لِلََِّـهِِ نِـِدًًّا وََهُُـوََ خََلََقََـكََ«، قُُلْْـتُُ: إِنََِّ ذََلِـِكََ لََعََظِيِـمٌٌ. قُُلْْـتُُ : ثُُـمََّ أََيُُّ؟ 

قََـالََ: »وََأََنْْ تََقْْتُُـلََ وََلََـدََكََ تََخََـافُُ أََنْْ يََطْْعََـمََ مََعََـكََ«. قُُلْْـتُُ : ثُُـمََّ أََيُُّ؟ قََالََ: 

»أََنْْ تُُزََانِـِيََ حََلِِيلََـةََ جََـارِِكََ«

the Prophet (H) said, “O Messenger of Allāh, which sin is the 
most grievous?’ He said:‘Setting up a rival to Allāh while it is He that 
has created you.’ I said: ‘Then what?’ He said: ‘Killing your child for fear 
that he may eat with you.’ I said: ‘Then what?’ He said:‘Committing 
adultery with your neighbor’s wife.’“Ahmad and Muslim recorded that 
Abū Hurairah (I) reported that the Prophet (H) said:

ثََـةٌٌ لَاا يُُكََلِِّمُُهُُـمُُ اللّٰٰـهُُ يََوْْمََ الْْقِِيََامََةِِ، وََلَاا يََنْْظُُرُُ إِلََِيْْهِِـمْْ، وََلَاا يُُزََكِِّيهِِمْْ، وََلََهُُمْْ  »ثََلَاا

عََذََابٌٌ أََلِمٌٌي: شََـيْْخٌٌ زََانٍٍ، وََمََلِكٌٌِ كََذََّابٌٌ، وََعََائِلٌٌِ مُُسْْـتََكْْبِرٌٌِ«

“There are three (types of) people to whom Allāh will not 
speak on the Day of Resurrection, nor will He purify them, 
nor look at them, and they will have a painful punishment. 
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These are: An aged man who commits Zināʾ (illicit sexual 
act), a ruler who lies, and an arrogant poor person.”
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 Causes of Fornication 

THE WOMAN’S TRAVELING WITHOUT A 
MAHRAM (NON-MARRIAGEABLE RELATIVE)

al-Bukhārī and Muslim recorded that Ibn ʿAbbās (I) reported the 
Prophet (H) as saying:

»لَاا تُُسََـافِِرِِ الْْمََـرْْأََةُُ إِالَّا مََـعََ ذِِي مََحْْـرََمٍٍ، وََلَاا يََدْْخُُـلُُ عََلََيْْهََا رََجُُـلٌٌ إِالَّا وََمََعََهََا 

مََحْْـرََمٌٌ« فََقََـالََ رََجُُـلٌٌ: يََـا رََسُُـولََ اللَّهِِ، إِنِِِّـي أُُرِِيـدُُ أََنْْ أََخْْـرُُجََ فِيِ جََيْْـشِِ کذََا 

وََكََـذََا، وََامْْرََأََتِـِي تُُرِِيـدُُ الْْحََـجََّ، فََقََالََ: »اخْْـرُُجْْ مََعََهََا«

“A woman should not travel except with a Mahram, and no 
man may visit her except in the presence of a Mahram.” A 
man got up and said, “O Allāh’s Messenger (H)! I 
intend to go to such and such an army and my wife wants 
to perform Ḥajj.” The Prophet (H) said (to him), 
“Go along with her (to Ḥajj).

STAYING WITH A MARRIAGEABLE WOMAN PRIVATELY 
EVEN IF ONE IS TEACHING HER THE BOOK OF ALLĀH 

Ibn ʿUmar (I) reported:

»خََطََبََنََـا عُُمََـرُُ بِاِلْْجََابِيََِـةِِ، فََقََـالََ : يََـا أََيُُّهََـا النََّـاسُُ، إِنِِِّـي قُُمْْـتُُ فِِيكُُـمْْ كََمََقََامِِ 
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رََسُُـولِِ اللَّهِِ )H( فِِنََيـا، فََقََـالََ »أََلَاا لَاا يََخْْلُُـوََنََّ رََجُُـلٌٌ بِاِمْْـرََأََةٍٍ إِالَّا 

كََانََ ثََالِثََِهُُمََـا الشََّـيْْطََانُُ«

“ʿUmar delivered a Khuṭbah to us at  al-Jābiyah. He said: 
‘O you people! Indeed, I have stood among you as the 
Messenger of Allāh (H) stood among us, and he 
said: Behold! A man is not alone with a woman but the 
third of them is the devil.” [Recorded by at-Tirmidhī and is 
graded as sound by al-Albānī (V)]

SHAKING HANDS WITH  A MARRIAGEABLE WOMAN 

Ar-Ruwayani recorded in his Musnad on the authority of Maʿqil bin 
Yāsar (I) that the Prophet (H) said: 

نْْ يُُطْْعََـنََ فِِـي رََأْْسِِ رََجُُـلٍٍ بِمِِِخْْيََـطٍٍ مِِـنْْ حََدِِيـدٍٍ  خََيْْـرٌٌ مِِـنْْ أََنْْ  »لَأَ�َ

يََمََـسََّ امْْـرََأََةًً لَاا تََحِِـلُُّ لََـهُُ«

“It is better for a man to be stabbed with an iron needle in 
his head than touching a woman he is disallowed to touch.”

REQUIRING EXPENSIVE DOWRY PAID TO THE BRIDE 
MAKES YOUNG MEN INCAPABLE of marriage and vulnerable 
to fornication   

Allāh Almighty says, 

ژ ٱ ٻ ٻ ٻ ٻ پ پپ پ ڀ ڀ ڀ 

ڀ ٺ ٺٺ ٺ ٿ ٿ ٿ ژ 
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“And marry those among you who are single (i.e. a man 
who has no wife and the woman who has no husband) and 
(also marry) the Ṣālihūn (pious, fit and capable ones) of 
your (male) slaves and maid-servants (female slaves). If they 
be poor, Allāh will enrich them out of His Bounty. And 
Allāh is All-Sufficient for His creatures’ needs, All-Knowing 
(about the state of the people).” [Sūrah an-Nūr 24:32]

Abū Hurairah (I) reported that the Messenger of Allāh 
(H) said:

ثََـةٌٌ حََـقٌٌّ عََلََىٰٰ اللّٰٰهِِ عََوْْنُُهُُمُُ الْْمُُجََاهِِدُُ فِِي سََـبِلِِي اللّٰٰـهِِ، وََالْْمُُكََاتََبُُ الََّذِِي  »ثََلَاا

يُُرِِيـدُُ الأَدَََاءََ، وََالنَّاَكِحُُِ الََّذِِي يُُرِِدُُي الْْعََفََافََ«

“There are three who are promised the help of Allāh: The 
Mukatab (slave) who wants to buy his freedom, the one 
who gets married seeking to keep himself chaste, and the 
Mujāhid who fights in the cause of Allāh.” [Recorded by 
at-Tirmidhī, Ibn Mājah, and it is graded as good by al-Albānī 
(V)]

THE WOMAN’S SPEAKING OVERLY SOFTLY

Allāh Almighty said:

ژ ٺ ٿ  ٿ ٿ ٿ ٹٹ ٹ ٹ ڤ ڤ ڤ ڤ 

ڦ ڦ ڦ ڦ ڄ ڄ ڄ ڄ ژ 

“O wives of the Prophet! You are not like any other woman. 
If you keep your duty (to Allāh), then be not soft in speech, 
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lest he in whose heart is a disease (of hypocrisy, or evil desire 
for adultery) should be moved with desire, but speak in an 
honorable manner.” [Sūrah al-Aḥzāb 33:32]

Ibn Kathīr (V) commented,“On the phrase, “be not soft in 
speech,” as-Suddī said it refers to speaking tenderly in front of men. 
This reading fits neatly with the next part of the verse ‘lest he in whose 
heart is a disease (evil desire for adultery).’ Ibn Zayd said that “but 
speak in an honorable manner” means speaking appropriately and 
adequately in all that is good. Put differently, the woman must not 
speak to marriageable men in a tender way in the same way she talks 
with her husband.” 

THE CONSTANT DEPARTURE OF WOMEN FROM 
THEIR HOMES WHILE WEARING MAKEUP

Allāh Almighty says:

ژ ڃ ڃ ڃ ڃ چ چ چ چ ژ 

“And stay in your houses, and do not display yourselves 
like that of the times of ignorance.” [Sūrah al-Aḥzāb 33:33] 

It is recorded in both Ṣaḥīḥ collections and elsewhere on the authority of 
Usāmah bin Zayd (I) who reported that the Prophet (H) 
said: 

»مََا تََرََكْْتُُ بََعْْدِِي فِِتْْنََةًً أََضََرََّ عََلََىٰٰ الرِِّجََالِِ مِِنََ النِِّسََاءِِ«

“I am not leaving behind me a more harmful trial for men 
than women.”
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 It is reported by Sahl bin Saʿd as-Sāʿidī (I) that the Messenger of 
Allāh (H) said:

ةِِا أََخََذْْتُُمْْ فِِي  »يََـا أََيُُّهََـا النََّـاسُُ، مََـا لََكُُـمْْ حِِيـنََ نََابََكُُمْْ شََـيْْءٌٌ فِِـي الـصََّلَا

التََّصْْفِِيـقِِ، إِنََِّمََـا التََّصْْفِِيقُُ لِنِّلسََِـاءِِ«

“O people, “Why do you clap when something happens 
during the Salat. Clapping is only for women.” [Recorded 
by al-Bukhārī and Muslim in their Ṣaḥīḥ collections.] 

In his book al-Fatḥ, Ibn Rajab (V) said, “Clapping for women is to 
use the front of one hand to strike the back of the other.”

WOMEN REFUSING TO HAVE SEXUAL 
INTERCOURSE WITH THEIR HUSBANDS 

al-Bukhārī and Muslim recorded on the authority of Abū Hurairah 
(I) who reported that the Prophet (H) said:

لََعََنََتْْهََـا  تََجِِـءََي  أََنْْ  فََأََبََـتْْ  فِِرََاشِِـهِِ  إِلََِـىٰٰ  امْْرََأََتََـهُُ  الرََّجُُـلُُ  دََعََـا  »إِذََِا 

تُُصْْبِـِحََ« حََتََّـىٰٰ  ئِكََِـةُُ  الْْمََلَاا

“If a man calls his wife to his bed and she refuses, and thus 
he spends the night angry with her, the angels continue 
cursing her till the morning.” The woman is not allowed 
to do voluntary fasting without her husband’s permission. 

GAZING AT MARRIAGEABLE WOMEN

Allāh Almighty says:
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ژ ڇ ڇ ڇ ڇ ڍ ڍ ڌڌ ڎ ڎ ڈڈ ژ 

ژ ڑ ڑ ک ک ک ک  گ گ گ گ 

ڳ ڳ ڳ     ڳ ڱ  ڱ ڱ ڱں ژ 

“Tell the believing men to lower their gaze (from looking 
at forbidden things), and protect their private parts (from 
illegal sexual acts). That is purer for them. Verily, Allāh is 
All-Aware of what they do. And tell the believing women 
to lower their gaze (from looking at forbidden things), and 
protect their private parts (from illegal sexual acts) and 
not to show off their adornment except only that which is 
apparent.” [Sūrah an-Nūr 24:30-31] 

»أََخْْـرََجََ الْْبُُخََـارِِيُُّ عََـنْْ جََرِِرِِي بْْنِِ عََبْْدِِ اللََّــهِِ )I( قََالََ: سََـأََلْْتُُ رََسُُـولََ 

اللّٰٰـهِِ)H( عََـنْْ نََظْْرََةِِ الْْفََجْْـأََةِِ، فََأََمََرََنِيِ، فََقََالََ:»اصْْـرِِفْْ بََصََرََكََ«

al-Bukhārī recorded on the authority of Jarīr bin ʿ Abdullāh 
(I) who reported that he asked the Prophet (H) 
about (the Islāmic ruling on) accidental glance (i.e. at a 
woman one is not Islāmically allowed to look at) and he 
ordered me to turn my eyes away.” 

The poet al-Mutanabbī once said: 

All the problems begin with gazing

For fire start with a spark

Gazing has countlessly damaged the person 

As much as arrows thrown without a bow
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So long as one has eyes, gazing 

At gorgeous women, danger is his fate

Joy for the eye, damage for the heart

Unwelcomed happiness if causing damage.



56 Alerting Mankind of the Principal Rulings New Muslims Need to Know

 Islām Prohibits Accusing 
Innocent People Falsely 

of Adultery

Islām prohibits accusing innocent people falsely of adultery and 
threatened grave punishment for doing so. Allāh Almighty says: 

ژ ڳ  ڳ ڳ ڳ ڱ    ڱ ڱ ڱ ں  ں ڻ  

ڻ ڻ ڻ ۀ ۀ ہ ہ ہ ہ ھ ھ        ھ ھ ژ 

“Verily, those who accuse chaste women, who never even 
think of anything touching their chastity and are good 
believers - are cursed in this life and in the Hereafter, and 
for them will be a great torment On the Day when their 
tongues, their hands, and their legs (or feet) will bear 
witness against them as to what they used to do.” [Sūrah 
an-Nūr 24:23-24] 
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 Humans Cannot Create 
Themselves, There Must 

Be a Creator 

You, the searcher for the truth, may Allāh guide you to it. You should 
know that so long as the individual has a sound mind, bright 

insight, and straightforward thinking, his attachment to Islām increases 
because of its good teachings and upright virtues. Islām teaches the 
creed of monotheism (Tawḥīd) that resonates with sound reason and 
lines up with unblemished human nature because it invites people to 
believe that this world has a single Deity, without a partner. He owns 
absolute power, will, and omniscience. Creation must therefore submit 
and comply with His commands and work to please Him through 
complying with His commands and refraining from His prohibitions. 

The Lord Almighty has left many evidences for such [Oneness] in 
people’s own selves as well as in the world around them, only so that 
people’s minds are urged to investigate and infer His oneness. In this 
way, people can employ rational and divine proofs to know Allāh, 
glorify Him, and uphold His rights. On certain occasions, Allāh turns 
our attention to the fact that humans cannot create themselves, thus 
proving that there must be a Creator. Allāh Almighty says:

ژ ڤ ڤ ڤ  ڤ ڦ ڦ ڦ ڦ ڄ ژ
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“Were they created by nothing? Or were they themselves 
the creators?” [Sūrah at-Ṭūr 52:35] 

Humans have never claimed that they created themselves yet arguing 
the non-existence of a creator is a claim denied by sound nature and is 
needless of counter evidence. Allāh, the One and Self-Sufficient, has 
created this creation.

ژپ ڀ ڀ ڀ ڀ ٺ ٺ ٺ ٺ ٿ ٿژ 

“He begets not, nor was He begotten. And there is none 
co-equal or comparable unto Him.” [Sūrah al-Ikhlāṣ 112:3-4] 
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 Were the Heavens and the 
Earth Created by Humans?

On another occasion, Allāh turns our attention to the heavens 
and the earth. Were they created by humans? It is obvious they 

did not create themselves in the same way humans have not created 
themselves. Allāh Almighty says:

ژ ڄ ڄ ڄ ڃڃ ڃ ڃ چ چ ژ

 “Or did they create the heavens and the earth? Nay, but they have 
no firm Belief.” [Sūrah at-Ṭūr 52:36]

On a third occasion, Allāh provokes our minds and sights to gaze at 
the sky and its inhabitants such as the sun, the moon, and stars. Allāh 
Almighty says:

ژڳ ڳ ڳ  ڱ ڱ ڱ ڱ ں ں ڻ ڻ ڻژ

 “Blessed be He Who has placed in the heaven big stars, and 
has placed therein a great lamp (sun), and a moon giving 
light.” [Sūrah al-Furqān 25:61] 

And,
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ژۇ ۇ ۆ ۆ  ۈ ۈ ۇٴ ۋ ۋ ۅ ۅ ۉ   ۉژ 

“It is He Who made the sun a shining thing and the moon 
as a light and measured out for it stages that you might 
know the number of years and the reckoning. Allāh did 
not create this but in truth. He explains the Āyāt (proofs, 
evidence, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.) in detail for 
people who have knowledge.” [Sūrah Yūnus 10:5] 

And, 

ژٹ ٹ    ٹ ڤ ڤ ڤ ڤ ڦڦ ڦ ڦ   ڄ ڄ ڄژ

“(He is the) Cleaver of the daybreak. He has appointed the 
night for resting, and the sun and the moon for reckoning. 
Such is the measuring of the All-Mighty, the All-Knowing.” 
[Sūrah al-Anʿām 6:96]

And,

ژڇ ڇ ڍ ڍ ڌ ڌ         ڎ ڎ ڈ ڈ ژ ژ ڑ ژ 

“Have they not looke d at the heaven above them, how We 
have made it and adorned it, and there are no rifts in it?” 
[Sūrah Qāf 50:6]

And, 

ژ ھ ھ ھ ھ ے ے ۓ ۓ ڭ ڭ ڭژ 

“Do they not look in the dominion of the heavens and the 
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earth and all things that Allāh has created?” [Sūrah al-Aʿrāf 
7:185]

And, 

ژ ٹ ٹ ڤ ڤ ڤڤ ڦ ڦ ڦ ڦ ڄ ڄ ڄڄ ڃ 

ڃ         ڃ ڃ چ چ     چ ژ 

“Who has created the seven heavens one above another; you 
can see no fault in the creation of the Most Gracious. Then 
look again: “Can you see any rifts?” [Sūrah al-Mulk 67:3]

Moreover, Allāh turns our atte ntion to the earth and the multi-varied 
types of trees it houses. Allāh Almighty says:

ژں ں    ڻ ڻ ڻ ڻ ۀ ۀ ہ ہ ہ 

ہ ھ ھ ھ ھ ے ے ۓ   ۓ ڭژ 

“And in the earth are neighboring tracts, and gardens of 
vines, and green crops (fields), and date-palms, growing 
into two or three from a single stem root, or otherwise (one 
stem root for every palm), watered with the same water; yet 
some of them We make more excellent than others to eat.” 
[Sūrah ar-Raʿd 13:4] 

One can see grape trees neighboring trees of colocynth in a single piece 
of land, irrigated by the same water yet having different roots that 
suckle from earth inasmuch as it needs to stay alive. In each tree, the 
produce is different in taste, color, and smell. The same applies to all the 
neighboring trees that share the same land and wa tering source. Does 
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this not prove the existence of a Wise and Powerful Creator?! 

On another occasion, Allāh turns the attention to the rain dropping 
from the sky through which life persists. Had Allāh willed, he would 
have made it salty and useless. Allāh Almighty says:

ژے ۓ ۓ ڭ ڭ ڭ ڭ ۇ ۇ        ۆ ۆ ۈ ۈ 

ۇٴ ۋ ۋ ۅ ۅ ۉ ۉ ژ

“Then tell Me about the water that you drink. Is it you who 
cause it from the rain-clouds to come down, or are We the 
Causer of it to come down?  If We willed, We verily could 
make it salt (and undrinkable): why then do you not give 
thanks (to Allāh)?” [Sūrah al-Wāqiʿah 56:68-70] 
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 Allāh’s Oneness and Sole 
Possession of Kingship and 

Disposal of Affairs

Elsewhere, Allāh speaks about His Oneness and sole possession of 
kingship and disposal of affairs. He Almighty says:

ژپ پ  پ ڀ ڀ      ڀ ڀ ٺ ٺ ٺٺ ٿ ٿ ٿ        ٿ ٹ ٹ ٹ 

ٹ ڤ ڤڤ ڤ ڦ ڦ ڦ ڦژ 

“No son (or offspring) did Allāh beget, nor is there 
any Ilāh (deity) along with Him. (If there had been many 
deities), then each deity would have taken away what he 
had created, and some would have tried to overcome others! 
Glorified be Allāh above all that they attribute to Him!” 
[Sūrah al-Muʾminūn 23:91]

And in another verse, this meaning is expressed so eloquently and 
powerfully:

ژ ۋ ۅ   ۅ     ۉ ۉ  ې ې ژ 

“Had there been therein (in the heavens and the 
earth) ālihah (deities) besides Allāh, then verily both would 
have been ruined.” [Sūrah al-Anbiyāʾ 21:22]
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All the messengers (Q) have preached the sincere devotion of 
religion to Allāh; and all of them confirmed each other, which is a 
strong and plain piece of evidence proving that Allāh deserves to be 
worshipped alone without a partner or a rival. For this reason, the 
polytheists are requested to bring forth any proof that supports their 
claim of devoting worship to other than Allāh, be they rational or 
textual. They certainly failed to do so. Allāh Almighty says:

ژۋ ۋ ۅ ۅ ۉ ۉ ې  ې ې ې ى ى ئا ئا ژ 

“And ask (O Muḥammad H) those of Our 
Messengers whom We sent before you: “Did We ever 
appoint ālihah (deities) to be worshipped besides the Most 
Gracious (Allāh)?” [Sūrah az-Zukhruf 43:45]

Allāh Almighty says:

ژۇ ۇ ۆ ۆ ۈ ۈ ۇٴ  ۋ ۋ ۅ   ۅ     ۉ ۉ  ې ېې 

ې ى ى ئا           ئا ئە ئە ئو ئو  ئۇ ئۇ ئۆ ئۆ ئۈ ئۈ 
ئې ئې ئې ئىئى ئى ی یی ی ئج ئح ئم ئى ئي بجبح بخ   بم 
بى بي تجتح تخ تم تى ٱ ٻ ٻ ٻ ٻ پ پ پ 

پ ڀ ڀ ڀ      ڀ ٺ ٺ ٺ ژ 

“Or have they taken (for worship) ālihah (deities) from the 
earth who raise the dead? Had there been therein (in the 
heavens and the earth) ālihah (deities) besides Allāh, then 
verily both would have been ruined. Glorified be Allāh, 
the Lord of the Throne, (High is He) above all that (evil) 
they associate with Him! He cannot be questioned as to 
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what He does, while they will be questioned. Or have they 
taken for worship (other) ālihah (deities) besides Him? Say: 
“Bring your proof.” This (the Qurʾān) is the Reminder for 
those with me and the Reminder for those before me. But 
most of them know not the Truth, so they are averse. And 
We did not send any Messenger before you (O Muḥammad 
H) but We revealed to him (saying): Lā ilāha illā 
Ana [none has the right to be worshipped but I (Allāh)], 
so worship Me (Alone and none else).” [Sūrah al-Anbiyāʾ 
21:21-25]

This invalidates the creed of polytheism because they could not produce 
any supporting proof for their polytheism. Conversely, all the rational 
and textual proofs support the very opposite of their false claims. It is 
obvious that the one who created is worthy of all worship and praise 
for the countless favors He bestows. Allāh is the One who commands 
and prohibits, hence compliance is mandatory. This fact is confirmed 
by all the messengers despite their spaced-out times and places. They 
are, however, truthful as testified by the visible proofs. They agreed 
on the necessity of worshipping Allāh alone and the prohibition of 
polytheism. Their miracles are tokens for the truth of their message, 
claim to prophethood, and the Oneness of Allāh. 
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 Evidence for the Miracle 
of the Qurʾān and Its 

Indication

In evidence for the miracle of the Qurʾān and its indication, Allāh 
Almighty says:

ژ ٱ ٻ ٻٻ ٻ پ پ  پ پ ڀ ڀ ڀ ڀ 

ٺ ٺ ٺ ٺ ٿ              ٿ ٿ ٿ ٹ ٹ ٹ ٹ ڤ ڤ 
ڤ ڤ ڦ  ڦ       ڦ ڦڄ ڄ ڄ ڄ ڃ ژ 

“Or they say, “He (Prophet Muḥammad H) 
forged it (the Qurʾān).” Say: “Bring you then ten 
forged Sūrahs (chapters) like unto it, and call whomsoever 
you can, other than Allāh (to your help), if you speak the 
truth!” If then they answer you not, know then that it [the 
Revelation (this Qurʾān)] is sent down with the Knowledge 
of Allāh and that Lā ilāha illā Huwa: (none has the right to 
be worshipped but He)! Will you then be Muslims (those 
who submit in Islām)?” [Sūrah Hūd 11:13-14]
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Allāh Almighty shows us that miracles prove the reception of the 
message as well as His Oneness. The fact that all the messengers share 
the same call is yet another proof of the obligation to worship Allāh 
alone and abandon the worship of all others.
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 Islām is the Only Religion 
on This Earth That Calls for 
the Worship of the Creator

O, seeker of the truth: 

Islām is the only religion on this earth that calls for the worship of 
the Creator. All other religions invite people to worship one of the 
creations. Here is the explanation: 

The Jews believe in ʿUzayr (S) along with Allāh; the Christians 
worship Jesus (S). Millions of Hindus worship cows and idols 
while millions of Buddhists worship an idol. More than seven hundred 
thousand Bahāʾīs worship the Bahāʾ. The Druze worship a king and 
thousands of thousands of Shiites in Iran and elsewhere worship ʿAlī 
and Imāms alongside Allāh. 

O seeker of the truth: 

If you believe that Allāh is your Creator and Provider, how is it that 
you worship another deity with Him? It is repeatedly mentioned in 
the Qurʾān that the Creator, who solely bestows the visible and the 
invisible favors, is the One worthy of being worshipped alone. Allāh 
Almighty says
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ژ ڱ ڱ ں ں ڻ ڻ ڻ ڻ ۀ ۀ ہ ہ 

ہ ہ ھ  ھ ھ ھ ے ے ۓ               ۓ ڭ ڭ   ڭ ڭ 

ۇ ۇ ۆۆ ۈ ۈ ۇٴ ۋ ۋ ۅ ۅ ژ 

“O mankind! Worship your Lord (Allāh), Who created you 
and those who were before you so that you may become al-
Muttaqūn (the pious). Who has made the earth a resting 
place for you, and the sky as a canopy, and sent down water 
(rain) from the sky and brought forth therewith fruits as a 
provision for you. Then do not set up rivals unto Allāh (in 
worship) while you know (that He Alone has the right to 
be worshipped).” [Sūrah al-Baqarah 2:21-22]

Allāh has made it clear that He is the One worthy of worship because 
He is the sole Creator and Provider. Allāh Almighty says: 

ژں ں ڻ ڻ ڻ ڻ ۀ ۀ ہ ہ  ہ ہھ ھ ھ    ھ ے 

ے ۓ ۓ ڭڭ ڭ  ڭ ۇ ۇ ۆ ۆ ۈ   ۈ ۇٴ ۋ 

ۋ ۅ ۅ ۉ ۉ ې ې ې ې ى ىئا ئا ئە ئە 

ئو ئو ئۇ ئۇ ئۆ   ئۆ ئۈ ئۈ ئې     ئېئې ئى ئى ئى   ی ی ی     

ی  ئج ئح ئم ئى   ئي بجبح بخ بم بى بيژ 

“Say (O Muḥammad H): “Shall I take as 
a Walī (Helper, Protector, Lord or Deity) any other than 
Allāh, the Creator of the heavens and the earth? And it is 
He Who feeds but is not fed.” Say: “Verily, I am commanded 
to be the first of those who submit themselves to Allāh (as 
Muslims).” And be not you (O Muḥammad H) of 
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the Mushrikūn [polytheists]. Say: “I fear, if I disobey my 
Lord, the torment of a Mighty Day.” He who is averted 
from (such a torment) on that Day, (Allāh) has surely been 
Merciful to him. And that would be the obvious success. 
And if Allāh touches you with harm, none can remove it 
but He, and if He touches you with good, then He is Able 
to do all things. And He is the Irresistible, (Supreme) above 
His slaves, and He is the All-Wise, Well-Acquainted with 
all things.” [Sūrah al-Anʿām 6:14-18]

Allāh Almighty says:

ژ ئې ئى ئىئى ی ی ی ی     ئج ئح ئم ئىئي بج بح          بخبم 

بى بي تج تح تخ ٱ ٻ ٻٻ ٻ پ پ  پپ ڀ ڀ ڀ  
ڀٺ ٺ ٺ ٺ        ٿ ٿ ٿ ژ 

“He is the Originator of the heavens and the earth. How 
can He have children when He has no wife? He created 
all things and He is the All-Knower of everything. Such 
is Allāh, your Lord! Lā ilāha illā Huwa (none has the 
right to be worshipped but He), the Creator of all things. 
So, worship Him (Alone), and He is the Wakīl (Trustee, 
Disposer of affairs, Guardian) over all things.” [Sūrah al-
Anʿām 6:101-102] 

He Almighty says: 

ژ ڄ ڄ   ڄ ڃ   ڃ ڃ ڃ چچ چ چ ڇ ڇ ڇ ڇ 

ڍ ڍ ڌ ڌ ڎ ڎ ڈ     ڈ ژ ژ ڑ ڑ 

ک ک ک ک گ گ گگ ڳ ڳ ڳڳ ڱ ڱ ڱ    ڱ ں 
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ں ڻ ڻ ڻ ڻ ۀ ۀ ہ ہ ہ ہ ھ 

ھ ھھ ے ے ۓۓ ڭ  ڭ ڭ ڭ ۇ ۇ ۆ ۆ     

ۈ ۈ   ۇٴ ۋ ۋ ۅ ۅۉ ۉ  ې ېې ې ى 

ى ئا ئا ئە ئە ئو ئو  ئۇ ئۇ ئۆ ئۆ 

ئۈ  ئۈ ئې    ئېئې ئى ئى ئىی ی ی ی ئج ئح ٱ ٻ 

ٻ ٻ ٻ پ پ پ پ ڀڀ ڀ ڀ ٺٺ ٺ ٺ ٿ ٿ ٿ           

ٿ ٹ ژ 

“Say (O Muḥammad): “Praise and thanks be to Allāh, 
and peace be on His slaves whom He has chosen (for His 
Message)! Is Allāh better, or (all) that you ascribe as partners 
(to Him)?” (Of course, Allāh is Better). Is not He (better 
than your deities) Who created the heavens and the earth, 
and sends down for you water (rain) from the sky, whereby 
We cause to grow wonderful gardens full of beauty and 
delight? It is not in your ability to cause the growth of 
their trees. Is there any Ilāh (deity) with Allāh? Nay, but 
they are a people who ascribe equals (to Him)! Is not He 
(better than your deities) Who has made the earth as a fixed 
abode, and has placed rivers in its midst, and has placed 
firm mountains therein, and has set a barrier between the 
two seas (of salt and sweet water)? Is there any Ilāh (deity) 
with Allāh? Nay, but most of them know not! Is not He 
(better than your deities) Who responds to the distressed 
one, when he calls on Him, and Who removes the evil, 
and makes you inheritors of the earth, generations after 
generations? Is there any Ilāh (deity) with Allāh? Little is 
that you remember! Is not He (better than your deities) 
Who guides you in the darkness of the land and the sea, 
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and Who sends the winds as heralds of glad tidings, going 
before His Mercy (rain)? Is there any Ilāh (deity) with 
Allāh? High Exalted be Allāh above all that they associate 
as partners (to Him)! Is not He (better than your so-called 
deities) Who originates creation, and shall thereafter repeat 
it, and Who provides for you from heaven and earth? Is 
there any Ilāh (deity) with Allāh? Say: “Bring forth your 
proofs, if you are truthful.” [Sūrah an-Naml 27:59-64]
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 Allāh Reminds the 
Polytheists of Their Sincere 
Supplication to Allāh Only 
During Times of Hardship

When the polytheists were boarding ships at a time the wind was 
swirling and the waves rising to the extent they were about to 

sink, they were certain that none will save them but Allāh. Only then 
had they abandoned their false deities and resorted to Allāh alone. Allāh 
Almighty says:

ژ ڤ ڤ ڤ ڤ ڦ ڦڦ ڦ ڄ ڄ      ڄ ڄ     ڃ ڃ ڃ ڃ 

چ چ چ چ ڇ  ڇ ڇ ڇ ڍ     ڍ ڌ ڌ ڎ 

ڎڈ ڈ  ژ ژ ڑ ڑ ک ک ک ک گ گ   گ گ 

ڳ ڳ ڳ ڳ ڱ ڱ ڱ ڱ     ںں ڻ ڻ ڻ ڻ ۀ 

ۀہ ہ ہ     ہھ ھ ھ ھ ے ے ۓ        ۓ ڭ ژ 

“He it is Who enables you to travel through land and sea, 
till when you are in the ships, and they sail with them with 
a favorable wind, and they are glad therein, then comes a 
stormy wind and the waves come to them from all sides, and 
they think that they are encircled therein. Then they invoke 



74 Alerting Mankind of the Principal Rulings New Muslims Need to Know

Allāh, making their Faith pure for Him Alone, (saying): “If 
You (Allāh) deliver us from this, we shall truly be of the 
grateful.” But when He delivers them, behold! they rebel 
(disobey Allāh) in the earth wrongfully. O mankind! Your 
rebellion (disobedience to Allāh) is only against your own 
selves, - a brief enjoyment of this worldly life, then (in the 
end) unto Us is your return, and We shall inform you of 
that which you used to do.” [Sūrah Yūnus 10:22-23] 

He Almighty also says:

ژ ژ ژ ڑ ڑ ک ک ک ک گ گ گ گ ڳ ڳ 

ڳ ڳ ڱ ڱ ڱ ڱ ں ں ڻ ڻ   ڻ            ڻ ۀ ۀ ہ ژ

“Say (O Muḥammad H): “Who rescues you from 
the darkness of the land and the sea (dangers like storms), 
(when) you call upon Him in humility and in secret (saying): 
If He (Allāh) only saves us from this (danger), we shall truly 
be grateful.” Say (O Muḥammad H): “Allāh rescues 
you from this and from all (other) distresses, and yet you 
worship others besides Allāh.” [Sūra h al-Anʿām 6:63-64] 

He Almighty says: 

ژ ں ڻ ڻ ڻ  ڻ  ۀ ۀ ہ ہ  ہ ہ   ھ ھ ھ ھ ے ے       

ۓ ۓ ڭ ڭ ڭ ڭ ۇ   ۇ      ۆ ۆۈ ۈ ۇٴ ۋ ۋۅ ۅ ۉ 
ۉ ې ې ژ 

“And when some hurt touches man, he cries to his Lord 
(Allāh Alone), turning to Him in repentance. But when He 
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bestows a favor upon him from Himself, he forgets that for 
which he cried for before, and he sets up rivals to Allāh, in 
order to mislead others from His Path. Say: “Take pleasure 
in your disbelief for a while: surely you are (one) of the 
dwellers of the Fire!” [Sūrah az-Zumar 39:8]

He Almighty says,

ژ ٱ ٻ ٻ  ٻ ٻ  پ پ پ پ ڀڀ ڀ ڀ ٺ ٺ 

ٺٺ ٿ ٿ ٿ         ٿ ژ 
“And when harm touches you upon the sea, those that 
you call upon vanish from you except Him (Allāh Alone). 
But when He brings you safe to land, you turn away (from 
Him). And man is ever ungrateful.” [Sūrah al-Isrāʾ 17:67]
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 Polytheists Have No Proof 
for Their Polytheism

This invalidates the worship polytheists devote to other than Allāh. 
It gives them no option but to single out their worship for Allāh 

Almighty. They were asked to establish proof for their polytheism but 
they failed terribly. Allāh informed us that their supporting proof is 
nothing beyond their imitation of their mis guided forefathers and 
following guesswork that cannot be a substitute for the truth. Allāh 
Almighty addresses the polytheists in a stern language, perhaps they 
gain their mind back. He tells them they will be asked to produce proof 
and evidence for their polytheism on the Day of Judgment. They will 
be unable to do so and achieve certain knowledge of their misguidance, 
as a result of which they will regret their polytheism and arrogance at 
a time remorse is of no avail.  

Some of the verses proving that polytheists have no evidence for their 
polytheism but guesswork is the following saying of Allāh Almighty, 

ژڇ ڇ ڍ ڍ ڌ ڌ ڎ ڎ ڈڈ ژ ژ ڑ   ڑ 

ک ک ک کگ گ گ گ  ڳ ڳ ڳ ڳ ڱ ڱ ژ 

“No doubt! Verily, to Allāh belongs whosoever is in the 
heavens and whosoever is in the earth. And those who 
worship and invoke others besides Allāh, in fact they 
follow not (Allāh’s so-called) partners, they follow only a 
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conjecture and they only invent lies.” [Sūrah Yūnus 10:66]

Allāh Almighty says 

ژ ۇ ۇ ۆ ۆ ۈ ۈ ۇٴ ۋ ۋ ۅ ۅ ۉ ۉ ېې ې ې   ى ى ئا ژ 

“And they worship besides Allāh others for which He 
has sent down no authority, and of which they have no 
knowledge; and for the Zālimūn (wrong-doers, polytheists 
and disbelievers in the Oneness of Allāh) there is no helper.” 
[ Sūrah al-Ḥajj 22:71] 

Allāh Almighty says

ژۋ ۅ   ۅ ۉ ۉ ېې ې ې ى ى ئائا ئە ئە ئو  ئو ئۇ 

ئۇ ئۆ ئۆ  ئۈ ئۈ ئې ئې ئې ئى ئى ئى ی ی ی 
ی ئج ئح ئم ئى ئي بج ٱ ٻ ٻ ٻ ٻ پ پ  پ پ 

ڀ  ڀ ڀ ڀ ٺ ٺ ٺ ٺ ٿ ٿ ٿ ٿ ٹ ژ

“And they said: “If it had been the Will of the Most 
Gracious (Allāh), we should not have worshipped them 
(false deities).” They have no knowledge whatsoever of 
that. They do nothing but lie! Or have We given them any 
Book before this (the Qurʾān) to which they are holding 
fast? Nay! They say: “We found our fathers following a 
certain way and religion, and we guide ourselves by their 
footsteps.” And similarly, We sent not a warner before you 
(O Muḥammad H) to any town (people) but the 
luxurious ones among them said: “We found our fathers 
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following a certain way and religion, and we will indeed 
follow their footsteps.” [Sūrah az-Zukhruf 43:20-23]

These verses reflect the kind of false evidence the polytheists provided 
for the validity of their worship of other than Allāh Almighty. They 
based their claim on two things: 1) They did so by the will of Allāh 
Almighty to give the impression that their persistence in their belief 
is pleasurable by Allāh, not to mention that their belief was not met 
with punishment. 2) They imitate their forefathers, which is a blatant 
lie and guesswork. This proves the falsity of their worship of other than 
Allāh. Consequently, they are obliged to single out Allāh Almighty 
with worship, alone without a partner. 

 Other verses include the following saying of Allāh Almighty:

ژ ھ ھ ھ ے ے ۓ ۓ ڭ ڭ ڭ ڭ ۇ ۇ ۆ ۆ ۈ ۈۇٴ 

ۋ ۋ ۅ ۅ ۉ ۉ ې ې ې ې   ى ى ئا ژ 

“Say (O Muḥammad H to these pagans): “Think 
you about all that you invoke besides Allāh? Show me. 
What have they created of the earth? Or have they a share 
in (the creation of) the heavens? Bring me a Book (revealed 
before this), or some trace of knowledge (in support of your 
claims), if you are truthful!” [Sūrah al-Aḥqāf 46:4] 

Allāh Almighty asked the polytheists in this verse to provide textual and 
rational proof for the validity of their worship of other than Allāh. Were 
they to exist, they would have been decisive proofs. However, rational 
proofs showcase that the creator is deserving of worship rather than 
the created who is subjected to the creator’s will. For this reason, Allāh 
says “Show me. What have they created of the earth?” Then, He 
Almighty asked them to produce textual evidence “Bring me a Book 
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(revealed before this), or some trace of knowledge (in support of 
your claims), if you are truthful!” They failed to produce either, thus 
nullifying their worship of other than Allāh. 

Allāh Almighty informed that He will ask the polytheists on the Day 
of Judgment about the deities they worshiped alongside Him. They 
will not find them at their most needy of times. Allāh Almighty says 

ژ ژ ڑ ڑ ک ک ک ک               گ گ گ 

گ ڳ ڳ ڳ ڳ  ڱ ڱ ڱ ڱ ں ں ڻ ڻ ڻ 

ڻ   ۀ ۀ ژ 

“And (remember) the Day when He (your Lord - Allāh) 
will call to them (those who worshipped others along with 
Allāh), and will say: “Where are My (so-called) partners, 
whom you used to assert?” And We shall take out from 
every nation a witness, and We shall say: “Bring your 
proof.” Then they shall know that the truth is with Allāh 
(Alone), and the lies (false deities) which they invented will 
disappear from them.” [Sūrah al-Qaṣaṣ 28:74-75]
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 Qurʾān is the Word of Allāh 

Some of the attributes of Allāh’s speech are: 

FIRST: it is miraculous in its wording. 

SECOND: It is not self-conflicting

THIRD: It preaches upright morals and educates the soul.

FOURTH: It reminds people of the hereafter and the eternal bliss Allāh 
promises for the pious as opposed to the painful punishment prepared 
for the disobedient. 

As for the miraculous nature of the Qurʾān in its wording, the leading 
figures of Arab orators failed to produce a single surah like the Qurʾān. 
Even if humans and Jinn were to collaborate to produce anything 
similar to it, they will fail. Allāh Almighty says:

ژڀ ڀ ٺ ٺ ٺ ٺ ٿ ٿ ٿ ٿ ٹ ٹ ٹ ٹ 

ڤ ڤ   ڤ ڤ ڦ ڦژ 

“Say: If the mankind and the Jinn were together to produce 
the like of this Qurʾān, they could not produce the like 
thereof, even if they helped one another.” [Sūrah al-Isrāʾ 
17:88] 
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Islām is the religion of human nature and the seal of religions. Allāh 
charged Himself with preserving it against distortions and change. 
Allāh Almighty says,

ژڭ ڭ ڭ     ۇۇ ۆ ۆ ۈ ۈ ۇٴ ۋۋ ۅ ۅ ۉ  ۉژ 

“So set you (O Muḥammad H) your face towards 
the religion (of pure Islāmic Monotheism) Hanīf (worship 
none but Allāh Alone). Allāh’s Fitrah (i.e. Allāh’s Islāmic 
Monotheism) with which He has created mankind. No 
change let there be in Khalq-illāh (i.e. the religion of Allāh 
- Islāmic Monotheism).” [Sūrah ar-Rūm 30:30] 

Our Prophet (H) has told us that all humans are born to Islām 
(i.e. original human nature). al-Bukhārī and Muslim recorded on the 
authority of Abū Hurairah (I) who reported that the M essenger 
of Allāh (H) said:

»مََـا مِِـنْْ مََوْْلُُودٍٍ إِالَّا يُُولََدُُ عََلََىٰٰ الْْفِِطْْـرََةِِ، فََأََبََوََاهُُ يُُهََوِِّدََانِهِِِ، 

وََيُُنَصَِِّرََانِهِِِ، وََيُُمََجِِّسََانِهِِِ«

“Every child is born with a true faith (i.e. to worship none 
but Allāh Alone) but his parents convert him to Judaism 
or to Christianity or to Magianism.” 

O, new Muslim brother, you have seen how entering Islām requires 
no human interference. All you have done is pronounce the two 
testimonies of faith just to become a Muslim.
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﻿CHAPTER TWO

 Brief Explanation of 
the Two Testimonies 

of Faith
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 Two Testimonies of Faith 
formulate the base of 

Islām and the cornerstone 
of the religion

They are: I testify that there is no Deity worthy of worship but 
Allāh and I testify that Muḥammad is the Messenger of Allāh 

(H). They together formulate the base of Islām and the 
cornerstone of the religion. By proclaiming them, the non-Muslim 
becomes a Muslim and then is required to observe the rights of Islām. 

TESTIMONY OF MONOTHEISM

The testimony that there is no deity worthy of worship but Allāh is the 
basic tenet of all religions. All the prophets and messengers, from Adam 
and Noah until Muḥammad (H), invited their respective 
nations to proclaim this testimony. Allāh Almighty says: 

ژ ٱ ٻ ٻ ٻ ٻ پ پ پ پ ڀ ڀ ڀ      ڀ ٺ ٺ ٺ ژ 

“We never sent a messenger before you (O Prophet 
H) without revealing to him: “There is no deity 
(worthy of worship) except Me, so worship Me (alone).” 
[Sūrah al-Anbiyāʾ 21:25]
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وََنََبِيُُِّنَـَا مُُحََمََّـدٌٌ )H(  لََمََّـا بََعََثََـهُُ الُلَّهُ بََـدََأََ قََوْْمََهُُ بِهََِـذََا، فََقََالََ لََهُُمْْ: 

شْْجََارََ،  صْْنََامََ وََا�لْأََ »قُُولُُوا: لَاا إِلََِهََ إِالَّا الُلَّهُ تُُفْْلِِحُُوا«، وََلََمََّا كََانُُوا يََعْْبُُدُُنََو ا�لْأََ

لََهُُـمْْ آلِهََِـةٌٌ كََثِيِـرََةٌٌ حََـوْْلََ الْْكََعْْبََـةِِ وََفِـِي غََيْْرِِهََـا، اسْْـتََنْكََْرُُوا هََـذََا،  وََكََانََـتْْ 

ڇژ چ  چ  چ  چ     ڃڃ  ڃ      ڃ    وََقََالُُـوا:ژڄ 

Our Prophet Muḥammad (H) began his mission 
by inviting his people to this testimony. He called them to 
say,“There is no deity worthy of worship but Allāh; and 
you shall succeed.” Because they were worshipping idols 
and trees beside the plenty of other deities they had around 
the Ka’ba and elsewhere, they denied his call, saying, “Has 
he reduced (all) the deities to One Deity? I ndeed, this is 
something totally astonishing.” [Sūrah Sād 38:5] 
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 Conditions for the 
Testimony of Monotheism

There are conditions for this testimony of monotheism that must be 
met so that one’s belief in Islām is valid. They are seven conditions 

expressed in poetic form composed by Shaykh Hāfidh al-Hakami 
(V) in his poem Sullam al-Wusūl ilā ʿ Ilm al-Usūl fi Tawḥīdi-Allāh 
wa ʿIttibaʾ ar-Rasūl. 

To seven conditions [the testimony] is tied

Truly mentioned in scriptural texts

Of no use by its sayer

Unless fulfilled

[They are] Knowledge, certainty, submission, and compliance. So, 
listen to what I say.

Truthfulness, sincerity, and love. May Allāh help you to do that which 
He loves.

FIRST: KNOWLEDGE OF ITS AFFIRMATIVE 
AND NEGATIVE MEANINGS 

Simply, to deny the devotion of all aspects of worship to all there is 
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except Allāh and affirm it for Him alone, as inferred in His Almighty 
says: 

ژ ٿ ٿ ٿ ٿ ٹ ژ
“You (alone) we worship and You (alone) we ask for help.” 
[Sūrah al-Fātiḥah 1:5] 

This means we worship You alone and no other. We rely on You alone 
and no other in our worship. Proclaiming this testimony must be 
backed by knowing its meaning. Allāh Almighty says:

ژ بي تج   تح   تخ تم تى تي ثجژ 

“So, know well (O  Prophet H) that there is no 
deity (worthy of worship) except Allāh.” [Sūrah Muḥammad 
47:19] 

ژ ى    ئا  ئا ئە ئە ئو ژ 

And, “…except those who testify to the truth knowingly.” 
[Sūrah az-Zukhruf 43:86]

Qurʾān commentators said, “This refers to the testimony that there is no 
deity worthy of worship but Allāh. The word ‘knowingly’ here refers to 
knowing what they testified by their hearts and tongues.” ʿ Uthmān bin 
ʿAffān (I) reported that the Messenger of Allāh (H) said:

»مََنْْ مََاتََ وََهُُوََ يََعْْلََمُُ أََنََّهُُ لَاا إِلََِهََ إِالَّا الُلَّهُ دََخََلََ الْْجََنََّةََ«

“Whoever dies knowing that there is no deity worthy of 
worship but Allāh will enter paradise.”
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SECOND: CERTAINTY THAT ELIMINATES ALL 
DOUBTS AND HESITATIONS 

The sayer of this testimony must believe in it with doubtless certainty. 
When describing the believers, Allāh Almighty says:

ژ ھ  ھ ے ے ۓ ۓ ڭ ڭ ڭ ڭ ۇ 

ۇ ۆ ۆ ۈۈ ۇٴ ۋ ۋ ۅژ 

“The (true) believers are only those who believe in Allāh 
and His Messenger—never doubting—and strive with their 
wealth and their lives in the cause of Allāh. They are the 
ones true in faith.” [Sūrah al-Ḥujurāt 49:15] 

It is recorded in Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim on the authority of Abū Hurairah 
(I) who reported that the Messenger of Allāh (H) said: 

»أََشْْـهََدُُ أََنْْ لَاا إِلََِـهََ إِالَّا اللّٰٰـهُُ، وََأََنِِّـي رََسُُـولُُ اللّٰٰهِِ، لَاا يََلْْقََىٰٰ اللّٰٰـهََ بِهِِِمََا عََبْْدٌٌ غََيْْرََ 

شََـاّكٍّ فِيِهِِمََا إِالَّا دََخََلََ الْْجََنَّةَََ«

“I bear testimony to the fact that there is no deity [worthy 
of worship] but Allāh, and I am His messenger. The servant 
who would meet Allāh without entertaining any doubt 
about these (two fundamentals) would enter heaven.”

 It is also recorded in Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim on the authority of Abū Hurairah 
(I) who reported that the Messenger of Allāh (H) said: 

الُلَّهُ،  إِلََِـهََ إِالَّا  أََنْْ لَاا  يََشْْـهََدُُ  الْْحََائِـِطِِ  هََـذََا  وََرََاءِِ  مِِـنْْ  لََقِِيـتََ  »مََـنْْ 

بِاِلْْجََنَّـَةِِ« فََبََشِِّـرْْهُُ  قََلْْبُُـهُُ  بِهََِـا  مُُسْْـتََيْْقِِنًاً 
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“Go and give glad tidings of paradise to anyone outside this 
garden who testifies ‘Lā ilāha illAllāh (There is no true 
deity except Allāh)’ being whole-heartedly certain of it.”

THIRD: SINCERITY THAT UPROOTS 
POLYTHEISM AND SHOWING OFF

One must purify his actions from all the visible and invisible blemishes 
of polytheism by intending to single out Allāh in all acts of worship. 
Allāh Almighty says:

ژ ڎ ڎ ڈ ڈژ 

“Indeed, sincere devotion is due only to Allāh.” [Sūrah az-
Zumar 39:3]

 And, 

ژڳ ڳ ڱ ڱ ڱ ڱ ں ں ژ 

“Even though they were only commanded to worship Allāh 
(alone) with sincere devotion to Him in all uprightness.” 
[Sūrah al-Baiyyinah 98:5] 

As recorded in the Ṣaḥīḥ collection, Abū Hurairah (I) reported 
that the Prophet (H) said: 

»أََسْْـعََدُُ النََّـاسِِ بِشََِـفََاعََتِيِ يََـوْْمََ الْْقِِيََامََـةِِ مََـنْْ قََـالََ: لَاا إِلََِـهََ إِالَّا 

اللّٰٰـهُُ، خََالِصًًِـا مِـِنْْ قََلْْبِهِِِ«

“The luckiest person who will have my intercession on 
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the Day of Resurrection will be the one who said sincerely 
from the bottom of his heart “None has the right to be 
worshipped but Allāh.”

FOURTH: TRUTHFULNESS THAT 
NEGATES LYING 

One must utter this testimony while being completely honest. In His 
dispraise of the hypocrites, Allāh Almighty says:

ژ ک ک گ گ گ گ ڳ ڳڳ ڳ ڱ     ڱ   ڱ ڱ 

ں ں   ڻ ڻ ڻ ژ 

“When the hypocrites come to you (O Prophet), they say, 
“We bear witness that you are certainly the Messenger 
of Allāh”—and surely Allāh knows that you are His 
Messenger—but Allāh bears witness that the hypocrites 
are truly liars.” [Sūrah al-Munāfiqūn 63:1] 

They are dispraised because they uttered this word without being 
truthful. Allāh Almighty says:

ژ ڻ ڻ ڻ ۀ ۀ ہ ہ ہ ہ ھ ھ  ھ   ھ ے ے 

ۓ ۓ ڭڭ ڭ ڭ ۇ    ۇ ۆ ۆ ۈ ژ 

 “Alif-Lām-Mīm. Do people think once they say “We 
believe” that they will be left without being put to the 
test? We certainly tested those before them. And (in this 
way) Allāh will clearly distinguish between those who are 
truthful and those who are liars.” [Sūrah al-ʿAnkabūt 29:1-3]
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As recorded in both Ṣaḥīḥ collections, Muʾādh bin Jabal (I) 
reported that the Prophet (H) said:

»مََا مِِنْْ أََحََدٍٍ يََشْْـهََدُُ أََنْْ لَاا إِلََِهََ إِالَّا الُلَّهُ، وََأََنََّ مُُحََمََّدًًا رََسُُـولُُ الِلَّهِ، صِِدْْقًًا 

مِـِنْْ قََلْْبِهِِِ إِالَّا حََرََّمََهُُ الُلَّهُ عََلََىٰٰ النَّاَرِِ«

“If anyone testifies sincerely fro m his heart that there is no 
deity [worthy of worship] but Allāh and that Muḥammad 
is Allah's messenger, Allah will declare him immune from 
hell.” 

FIFTH: LOVE THAT NEGATES 
HATRED AND DISLIKE

The sayer of the testimony must love Allāh, His Messenger, the religion 
of Islām, and Muslims who uphold the commands of Allāh and restrict 
themselves to the limitations He set.  The sayer, on the other hand, must 
dislike anyone who opposes this testimony and engages in polytheism 
or disbelief, in addition to sinners, in compliance with the saying of the 
Messenger (H):

مََيانِِ الْْحُُبُُّ فِِي الِلَّهِ وََالْْبُُغْْضُُ فِِي اللّٰٰهِِ« ِ »أََوْْثََقُُ عُُرََىٰٰ ا�لْإِ

“The firmest bond of faith is to love and hate for the sake 
of Allāh.” 

Another piece of evidence proving that love is one of the requirements 
of the testimony is the saying of Allāh Almighty:

 ژچ ڇ ڇ ڇ ڇ ڍ ڍ ڌ ڌ ڎ   ڎڈ
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ڈ ژ ژ ڑ ڑک ژ 

“Still there are some who take others as Allāh’s equal—they 
love them as they should love Allāh—but the (true) believers 
love Allāh even more.” [Sūrah al-Baqarah 2:165]

As recorded in both Ṣaḥīḥ collections on the authority of Anas bin 
Mālik (I), the Messenger of Allāh (H) said:

مََيانِِ : أََنْْ يََكُُونََ الُلَّهُ وََرََسُُـولُُهُُ أََحََبََّ  ِ وََةََ ا�لْإِ ثٌٌ مََـنْْ كُُـنََّ فِِيـهِِ وََجََـدََ حََلَاا »ثََلَاا

إِلََِيْْـهِِ مِمََِّـا سِِـوََاهُُمََا، وََأََنْْ يُُحِِبََّ الْْمََـرْْءََ لَاا يُُحِِبُُّهُُ إِالَّا لِلََِّـهِِ، وََأََنْْ يََكْْرََهََ أََنْْ يََعُُودََ 

فِـِي الْْكُُفْْرِِ كََمََـا يََكْْرََهُُ أََنْْ يُُقْْـذََفََ فِيِ النَّاَرِِ«

“Anyone who has the following three qualities will taste 
the sweetness of Iman: To love Allāh and His Messenger 
(H) more than anyone else; to love a servant (of 
Allāh) only for (the sake of) Allāh; and to abhor returning 
to infidelity after Allāh has saved him from it as he would 
abhor being thrown into the fire (of Hell).”

SIXTH: COMPLIANCE THAT OPPOSES 
NEGLIGENCE 

Anyone who utters the testimony [out of belief] must comply with the 
Sharīʿah of Allāh and submit to His command. Allāh Almighty says: 

ژ ۈ ۇٴ ۋ ۋ ۅ ژ 

“Turn to your Lord (in repentance), and (fully) submit to 
Him.” [Sūrah az-Zumar 39:54]
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ژ ک ک گ گ گ گ ڳ ڳ ڳ ژ 

And, “And who is better in faith than those who (fully) 
submit themselves to Allāh, do good.” [Sūrah an-Nisāʾ 4:125]

SEVENTH: ACCEPTANCE THAT 
NEGATES REJECTION

One must accept this testimony with his heart and tongue. Allāh relayed 
to us in the Qurʾān the stories of the past nations whom Allāh saved on 
account of their acceptance of the testimony “There is no deity worthy 
of worship but Allāh” while destroying other nations for their rejection. 

Allāh Almighty says:

ژ ہ ھ   ھ ھ ھے ے        ۓ ۓ ڭ ڭ   ڭ ژ

“Then We saved Our messengers and those who believed. For it is 
Our duty to save the believers.” [Sūrah Yūnus 10:103]

And,

ژگ گ       گ گ ڳ ڳ ڳ ڳ ڱ ڱ ڱ ڱ ں 

ں ڻ ڻ  ڻ  ڻژ 

“For whenever it was said to them (in the world), “There 
is no deity (worthy of worship) except Allāh,” they acted 
arrogantly and argued, “Should we really abandon our 
deities for a mad poet?” [Sūrah as-Ṣāffāt 37:35-36]
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 The Testimony That 
Muhammad (H) is 

the Messenger of Allāh

As for the testimony ‘and that Muḥammad is the Messenger of 
Allāh’, it highlights that the highest level a person may attain is 

being a servant and a messenger. The Prophet (H) is the most 
perfect human being as far as those two honorable characteristics are 
concerned. He, on the other hand, has no share in Lordship or Oneness 
that exclusively belong to Allāh, since neither an angel nor a prophet 
retains any share in these two. 

It is a must that one believes in Muḥammad (H) as the true 
Messenger of Allāh Who sent him to humans and Jinn to give them 
glad tidings as well as warn them. He is the seal of the prophets, as Allāh 
Almighty says: 

ژ ې ى       ى ئا ئا ئە ئە ئو ئو ئۇ ئۇ ئۆئۆ ژ 

“Muḥammad is not the father of any of your men, but is 
the Messenger of Allāh and the seal of the prophets.” [Sūrah 
al-Aḥzāb 33:40]

And,
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ژ ڀ ڀ ڀ ٺ ٺ ٺ ٺ ٿ ٿ ٿ   ٿ ٹ  ٹ ٹ ٹ ژ 

“O Prophet! We have sent you as a witness, and a deliverer 
of good news, and a warner, and a caller to (the Way of) 
Allāh by His command, and a beacon of light.” [Sūrah al-
Aḥzāb 33:45-46] 

He is the true Messenger of Allāh (H) who sent him to all 
humankind and Jinn to invite them to monotheism and warn them 
against polytheism. Allāh Almighty says: 

ژڻ ڻ ۀ ۀ ہ ہ ہ ہژ 

“Say, (O Prophet of humanity H)! I am Allāh’s 
Messenger to you all.” [Sūrah al-Aʿrāf 7:158]

And,

ژۀ ہ ہ          ہ ہ  ھ ھژ 

“We have sent you (O Prophet H) only as a deliverer 
of good news and a warner to all of humanity.” [Sūrah Sabaʾ 
34:28]

The testimony that Muḥammad (H) is the Messenger of Allāh 
requires one to believe in him, accept his reports, obey his commands, 
refrain from what he prohibited, hold his commands and prohibitions 
in great respects, and give priority to none over him [i.e. the Prophet].
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﻿CHAPTER THREE

An Overview of  the 
Islāmic Creed
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 Ahl-us-sunnah Follow 
Clear and Plain Principles 

That Guide Their Belief, 
Action and Behavior

Ahl-us-Sunnah [i.e. follo wers of the Sunnah of the Prophet] follow 
clear and plain principles [that guide] their belief, action, and 

behavior. These principles are derived from the Book of Allāh Almighty 
and the Sunnah of His Messenger (H) and the [reported] action 
of the early Muslim scholars (Salaf) from amongst the Companions, the 
Successors, their followers in the first three generations of the Muslim 
nation, and whoever truly follows their methodology until the Day of 
Judgment. A summary of these principles is as follows:
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 First Principle: Belief in 
Allāh Almighty

It is to have a firm belief that Allāh is the Lord and Possessor of 
everything. He is the One deserving of worship, alone, without any 

partner. One must single Him out with worship while having complete 
love, humility, and submission. Allāh has all the attributes of perfection, 
for He has the most beautiful names and highest attributes. He is far 
above any fault or imperfection. 

Put differently, belief in Allāh Almighty requires four things:

BELIEF IN THE EXISTENCE OF ALLĀH Almighty, 
which is proven by the [unadulterated] human nature, 
reason, Islāmic Sharīʿah, and intuition:

Human nature has an instinctive knowledge of Allāh’s existence. Every 
creature is born with the natural disposition of belief in the creator. 
al-Bukhārī and Muslim recorded on the authority of Abū Hurairah 
(I) who reported that the Messenger of Allāh (H) said: 

»مََـا مِِـنْْ مََوْْلُُودٍٍ إِالَّا يُُولََدُُ عََلََىٰٰ الْْفِِطْْرََةِِ، فََأََبََوََاهُُ يُُهََوِِّدََانِهِِِ، وََيُُ

نََصِِّرََانِهِِِ،وََيُُمََجِِّسََانِهِِِ«

“Every child is born with a true faith (i.e. to worship none 
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but Allāh Alone) but his parents convert him to Judaism 
or to Christianity or to Magianism.”

Rational thinking does establish the existence of Allāh Almighty. All 
creatures must have a creator who brought them into such a creative 
organized existence. Hence, Allāh underscored this decisive reason-
based proof in His saying:

ژ ڤ ڤ ڤ  ڤ ڦ ڦ ڦ ڦ ڄ ڄ ڄ ڄ ڃڃ ڃ ڃ 

چ چ چ چ ڇ ڇ ڇ ڇ ڍ ڍ ژ 

“Or were they created by nothing, or are they (their own) 
creators? Or did they create the heavens and the earth? 
In fact, they have no firm belief (in Allāh). Or do they 
possess the treasuries of your Lord, or are they in control 
of everything?” [Sūrah at-Ṭūr 52:35-37] 

al-Bukhārī recorded on the authority of Jubayr bin Muṭʿam (I) 
who reported that he heard the Prophet (H) reciting Sūrah 
at-Ṭūr during the Maghrib prayer. My heart was about to take flight 
[i.e. utterly mesmerized] once the Prophet reached the verse, “Or were 
they created by nothing, or are they (their own) creators? Or did 
they create the heavens and the earth? In fact, they have no firm 
belief (in Allāh). Or do they possess the treasuries of your Lord, or 
are they in control of everything?” 

As recorded in the Musnad of al-Ḥumaydī, Jubayr reported that he 
heard the recitation from the Prophet (H) while he was a 
polytheist and his heart was about to take flight [i.e. utterly mesmerized].

Islāmic Sharīʿah proves the existence of Allāh Almighty as reflected in 
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the sending of messengers (S) and the revelation of the scriptures.

Intuition: there are two ways intuition proves Allāh’s existence. First: 
we hear and see how prayers are answered and distresses alleviated to 
the extent that this decisively proves the existence of Allāh Almighty. 
Allāh says:

ژچ چ ڇ ڇ ڇ ڇ ڍ ڍ ڌ ڌ ڎ ڎ   ڈژ 

“And (remember) when Noah had cried out to Us earlier, so 
We responded to him and delivered him and his family from 
the great distress.” [Sūrah al-Anbiyāʾ 21:76] 

There are plenty of other verses to this effect. al-Bukhārī recorded that 
Anas bin Mālik (I) said “Once in the lifetime of the Prophet 
(H) the people were afflicted with drought (famine). While the 
Prophet (H) was delivering the Khuṭbah on a Friday, a Bedouin 
stood up and said, ‘O, Allāh’s Messenger (H)! Our possessions 
are being destroyed and the children are hungry; Please invoke Allāh 
(for rain).’ So the Prophet (H) raised his hands. At that time 
there was not a trace of cloud in the sky. By Him in Whose Hands my 
soul is as soon as he lowered his hands, clouds gathered like mountains, 
and before he got down from the pulpit, I saw the rain falling on the 
beard of the Prophet. It rained that day, the next day, the third day, 
the fourth day till the next Friday. The same Bedouin or another man 
stood up and said, ‘O Allāh’s Messenger (H)! The houses have 
collapsed, our possessions and livestock have been drowned; Please 
invoke Allāh (to protect us).” So the Prophet (H) raised both 
his hands and said: 

»اللََّهُُمََّ حََوََالََيْْنََا وََلَاا عََلََيْْنََا«

‘O Allāh! Round about us and not on us.’ 
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So, in whatever direction he pointed with his hands, the clouds 
dispersed and cleared away, and Medina’s (sky) became clear as a hole 
in between the clouds. The valley of Qanat remained flooded, for one 
month, none came from outside but talked about the abundant rain.” 

In his book al-Fatḥ, Ibn Hajar commented, “The Ḥadīth indicates that 
the clouds were cleared from the sky of Medina but remained around 
the adjacent [places].” Second: the signs of the prophets (Q), 
otherwise called miracles, are decisive proof of the existence of Allāh 
Almighty because such products are beyond human limits. Allāh 
empowers His prophets (Q) with such miracles to support their 
cause. 

TO BELIEVE IN ALLĀH’S LORDSHIP: 

It is to believe that Allāh’s actions can be done by none but Him, such 
as creation, provision, and giving life. Allāh Almighty says:

ژ ڇ ڇ ڍ ڍ ڌڌ ڎ ڎ ڈ ڈ ژ 

ژ ڑ ڑ ژ 

“He merges the night into the day and the day into the 
night, and has subjected the sun and the moon, each 
orbiting for an appointed term. That is Allāh—your Lord! 
All authority belongs to Him. But those (idols) you invoke 
besides Him do not possess even the skin of a date stone.” 
[Sūrah Fāṭir 35:13] 

It is a universal fact that no creature denied the Lordship of Allāh unless 
they are arrogantly in denial. Allāh Almighty says about the people of 
the Pharaoh:
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ژ ٱ ٻ ٻ ٻ ٻ پ ژ 

“And, although their hearts were convinced the signs were 
true, they still denied them wrongfully and arrogantly.” 
[Sūrah an-Naml 27:14]

TO BELIEVE IN ALLĀH’S ONENESS 
AND DIVINITY: 

People must devote their actions to Allāh alone. Such actions include 
kneeling, prostrating, fear, and hope among others. Allāh Almighty 
says:

ژڄ ڄ ڄ ڃ ڃ ڃ ڃ چ چ چ چ ڇ ڇ ڇ ڇ ڍ 

ڍ ڌ ڌ ڎ ڎ ڈ ڈ ژ  ژ ژ 

“I did not create Jinn and humans except to worship Me. 
I seek no provision from them, nor do I need them to feed 
Me. Indeed, Allāh (alone) is the Supreme Provider—Lord 
of all Power, Ever Mighty.” [Sūrah adh-Dhāriyāt 51:56-58]

And, 

ژ ڱ ڱ ں ں ڻ ڻ ڻ ڻ ۀ ۀ ہ ہ 

ہ ہ ھ  ھ ھ ھ ے ے ۓ               ۓ ڭ ڭ   ڭ ڭ 

ۇ ۇ ۆۆ ۈ ۈ ۇٴ ۋ ۋ ۅ ۅ ژ 

“O humanity! Worship your Lord, Who created you and 
those before you, so that you may become mindful (of 
Him). (He is the One) Who has made the earth a place of 
settlement for you and the sky a canopy; and sends down 
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rain from the sky, causing fruits to grow as a provision 
for you. So, do not knowingly set up equals to Allāh (in 
worship).” [Sūrah al-Baqarah 2:21-22]

Allāh Almighty sent the messengers and revealed the scriptures to make 
clear and invite people to this monotheism, namely the monotheistic 
devotion of worship. Allāh Almighty says:

ژڄ ڄ ڃ ڃ ڃ ڃ چ چ چ چ ڇ ژ 

“We surely sent a messenger to every community, saying, 
“Worship Allāh and shun false deities.” [Sūrah an-Naḥl 
16:36]

 And,

ژ ٱ ٻ ٻ ٻ ٻ پ پ پ پ ڀ ڀ ڀ      ڀ ٺ ٺ ٺ ژ  

“We did not send any Messenger before you (O Muḥammad 
H) but We revealed to him (saying): Lā Ilāha illā 
Ana [none has the right to be worshipped but I (Allāh)], so 
worship Me (Alone and none else).” [Sūrah al-Anbiyāʾ 21:25]

 Allāh Almighty also says:

ژٿ ٿ ٹ   ٹ ٹ ٹ   ڤ ڤ ڤ ڤ ڦ ڦڦ ڦ ڄ 

ڄ  ڄ ڄ ڃ ڃ ژ 

“Allāh (Himself) is a Witness that there is no deity (worthy 
of worship) except Him—and so are the angels and people 
of knowledge. He is the Maintainer of justice. There is no 
deity (worthy of worship) except Him—the  Almighty, All-
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Wise.” [Sūrah āl-ʿImrān 3: 18]

Any other deity is false. Allāh Almighty says,

ژہ ہ ھ ھ ھ ھ ے ے ۓ    ۓ ڭ 

ڭ ڭ ڭ ۇ ۇ ۆ   ۆ ژ

“That is because Allāh (alone) is the Truth and what they 
invoke besides Him is falsehood, and Allāh (alone) is truly 
the Most High, All-Great.” [Sūrah al-Ḥajj 22:62]

ژ ی ی         یئج ئح    ئم     ئى      ئي  بج بح  بخ ژ 

And, “Your Deity is (only) One Deity. There is no deity 
(worthy of worship) except Him—the Most Compassionate, 
Most Merciful.” [Sūrah al-Baqarah 2:163]

Allāh Almighty made false the deities the polytheists took beside Him. 
He exposed their weakness in all aspects possible. Allāh Almighty says, 

ژئو ئۇ ئۇ ئۆ ئۆ ئۈ ئۈئې ئې ئې ئى ئى ئى 

ی ی ی ی ئج ئح ئم ئى ئي بج بح بخ بم بى بي 

ٱ ٻ ٻ ٻ ٻ پ پ پ ژ 

“Say, (O Prophet H), “Call upon those you claim 
(to be divine) besides Allāh. They do not possess (even) an 
atom’s weight either in the heavens or the earth, nor do they 
have any share in  (governing) them. Nor is any of them a 
helper to Him.” No intercession will be of any benefit with 
Him, except by those granted permission by Him.” [Sūrah 
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Sabaʾ 34:22-23] 

al-Bukhārī and Muslim recorded on the authority of Muʾādh (I) 
who reported that the Prophet (H) said,

»حََقُُّ الِلَّهِ عََلََىٰٰ الْْعِِبََادِِ أََنْْ يََعْْبُُدُُوهُُ وََلَاا يُُشْْرِِكُُوا بِهِِِ شََيْْئًًا«

“The right of Allāh on people is to worship and associate 
none along with Him [in their worship].”

TO BELIEVE IN ALLĀH’S MOST BEAUTIFUL 
NAMES AND HIGH ATTRIBUTES:

Ahl-us-Sunnah wal-Jamāʿah affirms for Allāh what He affirmed for 
Himself and what His Messenger affirmed for Him without distorting, 
suspending, or giving resemblance to their meanings. 
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 Second Principle: Belief 
in the Angels

This includes four things: 

To believe in their existence. 

To believe in the angels whose names we learned as well as those 
whose names are hidden from us.

To believe in the attributes we learned about them. Jibrīl (S), 
for example, is created with six-hundred wings, each filled the horizon; 
as reported by the Prophet (H).

To believe in the actions we learned they do in compliance with 
the commands of Allāh Almighty, such as glorifying Allāh. Allāh 
Almighty says, 

ژ ہ ہ ہ  ھ   ھ ھ ھ ے ے ۓ 

ۓ ڭ ڭ ڭ ڭ ژ 

“To Him belong all those in the heavens and the earth. And 
those nearest to Him are not too proud to worship Him, 
nor do they tire. They glorify (Him) day and night, never 
wavering.” [Sūrah al-Anbiyāʾ 21:19-20]
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Abū Dharr (I) reported that the Messenger of Allāh (H) 
said:

»إِنِِِّي أََرََىٰٰ مََا لَاا تََرََوْْنََ، وََأََسْْـمََعُُ مََا لَاا تََسْْـمََعُُونََ، أََطََّتِِ  السََّـمََاءُُ، 

وََحُُـقََّ لََهََـا أََنْْ تََئِطََِّ، مََا فِهََيا مََوْْضِِـعُُ أََرْْبََعِِ أََصََابِعََِ إِالَّا وََمََلََكٌٌ وََاضِِعٌٌ 

جََبْْهََتََهُُ سََـاجِِدًًا لِلََِّهِِ«

“I see what you do not see and I hear what you do not hear; 
heaven has squeaked, and it has right to do so. By Him, 
in Whose Hand my soul is, there is not a space of four 
fingers in which there is not an angel who is prostrating 
his forehead before Allāh, the Exalted.”

Recorded by Ahmad and at-Tirmidhī. al-Albānī (V) graded it 
as sound in his book as-Ṣaḥīḥah. al-Bukhārī and Muslim recorded a 
Ḥadīth on the authority of Mālik bin Ṣaʿṣaʿah (I) who reported 
that the Prophet (H) said:

»فََرُُفِِـعََ لِـِي الْْبََيْْـتُُ الْْمََعْْمُُـورُُ، فََسََـأََلْْتُُ جِِبْْرِِيـلََ، فََقََـالََ: هََـذََا الْْبََيْْتُُ 

الْْمََعْْمُُـورُُ، يُُصََلِِّـي فِهِِي كُُلََّ يََوْْمٍٍ سََـبْْعُُونََ أََلْْفََ مََلََـكٍٍ، إِذََِا خََرََجُُوا لََمْْ 

يََعُُـودُُوا إِلََِيْْـهِِ آخِِرََ مََـا عََلََيْْهِِمْْ«

“Then I was shown al-Bait-al-Maʿmūr (i.e. Allāh’s House). 
I asked Gabriel about it and he said, this is al-Bait-al-
Maʿmūr where 70,000 angels perform prayers daily and 
when they leave, they never return to it (but always a fresh 
batch comes into it daily).” This proves the endless number  
of angels.
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 Third Principle: Belief in 
the Scriptures

This principle is established in the Qurʾān and Sunnah, and Muslim 
consensus. Allāh Almighty says:

ژ ڳ ڳ ڳ ڱ ڱ ڱ ڱ ںں ڻ    ڻ ڻ 

ڻ ۀ ۀ ژ 

“The Messenger (firmly) believes in what has been revealed 
to him from his Lord, and so do the believers. They (all) 
believe in Allāh, His angels, His Books.” [Sūrah al-Baqarah 
2:285]

Ibn ʿUmar reported that his father, ʿUmar (I) said that the 
Messenger of Allāh (H) answered Jibrīl’s question, “What is 
faith?” in the following way:

خِِآـرِِ،  ئِكََِتِـِهِِ، وََرُُسُُـلِِهِِ، وََكُُتُُبِـِهِِ، وََالْْيََـوْْمِِ الْآ »أََنْْ تُُؤْْمِِـنََ بِـِالِلَّهِ، وََمََلَاا

وََالْْقََـدََرِِ خََيْْـرِِهِِ وََشََـرِِّهِِ«

“It is to believe in Allāh, His angels, His messengers, His 
scriptures, the Last Day, and fate; its good and bad.”
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 Recorded in the major six collections of Ḥadīth. The Ḥadīth clearly 
shows that belief in the scriptures is one of the six principles of faith.

One should believe in the scripture as a whole in the sense that he 
believes in all the scriptures Allāh revealed unto the prophets and 
messengers (H); those named in the Qurʾān or the unnamed. 
Allāh Almighty says:

ژ ڇ ڇ ڇ ڇ ڍ ڍ ڌ ڌ ڎ ڎ ڈ 

ڈ ژ ژ ڑ ڑ  ک ک کژ  

“Humanity had once been one community (of believers 
before they lost faith). Then Allāh raised prophets as 
deliverers of good news and as warners, and revealed to them 
the Scriptures in truth to judge among people regarding 
their disputes.” [Sūrah al-Baqarah 2:213]

ژ ک گ گ گ      گ ڳ ڳ ڳ ڳ    ڱ ڱ ڱ  ڱ ژ 

And, “If you are rejected by them, so too were messengers 
before you who came with clear proofs, divine Books, and 
enlightening Scriptures.” [Sūrah āl-ʿImrān 3:184]

Moreover, one should believe in the scriptures and scrolls whose names 
are mentioned in the Qurʾān and the Prophetic Sunnah. They are as 
follows: 

THE SHEETS OF ABRAHAM AND MOSES (S): 

Allāh Almighty says,
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ژ ڀ ڀ ڀ ڀ ٺ ٺ ٺ ٺ    ٿ ٿ ژ 

“This is certainly (mentioned) in the earlier Scriptures, the 
Scriptures of Abraham and Moses.” [Sūrah al-Aʿlā 87:18-19] 

And,

ژ ئۇ ئۇ ئۆ  ئۆ ئۈ ئۈ ئې ئې ئې ئى ئى ئى ژ 

“Or has he not been informed of what is in the Scripture 
of Moses, and that of˺ Abraham, who (perfectly) fulfilled 
(his covenant)?” [Sūrah an-Najm 53:36-37] 

THE TORAH: 

I t is the heavenly scripture revealed unto the prophet of Allāh Moses. 
He received it from Allāh Who wrote it with His hands. Allāh Almighty 
says:

ژٺ ٺ ٿ ٿ ٿ ٿ ٹ ٹ ٹ ٹ  ڤژ 

“We wrote for him on the Tablets (the fundamentals) of 
everything; commandments and explanations of all things.” 
[Sūrah al-Aʿrāf 7:145]

And,

ژ ڇ ڍ ڍ ڌ ڌ ڎ ژ 

“Indeed, We revealed the Torah, containing guidance and 
light.” [Sūrah al-Māʾidah 5:44] 
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This is different from the commonly called five Books called: Genesis, 
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. The Jews claim these 
are Moses’s even though their rabbis were the ones who wrote them 
and distorted the Torah that was revealed unto Moses (S). They 
hid many of its authentic parts and mixed the truth with falsehood. 

THE PSALMS: 

It is revealed unto the prophet of Allāh David (S). Allāh Almighty 
says:

ژ ڭ ڭ ڭژ

 “…and to David We gave the Psalms.” [Sūrah al-Isrāʾ 17:55]

It is not the same as the one Psalms commonly known in the Bible. 

THE GOSPELS: 

It is the scripture revealed unto Jesus (S). Allāh Almighty says:

ژ ٱ ٻ ٻ ٻ ٻ پ پ پ پ ڀ ڀ ڀڀ ٺ ٺ 

ٺ ٺ ٿ ٿ ٿ ٿ ٹ ٹ ٹ ٹ ڤ ڤ ڤ ژ 

“Then in the footsteps of the prophets, We sent Jesus, son 
of Mary, confirming the Torah revealed before him. And 
We gave him the Gospel containing guidance and light and 
confirming what was revealed in the Torah—a guide and a 
lesson to the God-fearing.” [Sūrah al-Māʾidah 5:46]

This is completely different from what Christians call the New 
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Testament, composed of the four gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John.

 THE QURʾĀN: 

It is the last of the heavenly scriptures that Allāh revealed unto the 
seal of the prophets and messengers, Muḥammad (H). Allāh 
Almighty took it upon Himself to preserve it [against distortion]. He 
Almighty says:

ژ ڳ ڳ ڳ ڱ    ڱ ڱ ڱ ں ژ 

“It is certainly We Who have revealed the Reminder, and 
it is certainly We Who will preserve it.” [Sūrah al-Ḥijr 15:9]

 For this reason, Allāh filled it up with the main divine guidelines 
included in the previous scriptures. It is a confirmation of everything 
contained in those scriptures, such as monotheism and the worship of 
Allāh. The Qurʾān contains all the upright morals and virtues spread 
out in the previous scriptures. Allāh Almighty says:

ژڇ ڇ   ڇ ڍ ڍ ڌ ڌ ڎ ڎ ڈ ڈ 

ژژ ڑ ڑ ک ک کک گ گ گ گ ڳ ڳ ڳ ژ 

“We have revealed to you (O Prophet H) this Book 
with the truth, as a confirmation of previous Scriptures 
and a supreme authority on them. So judge between them 
by what Allāh has revealed, and do not follow their desires 
over the truth that has come to you.” [Sūrah al-Māʾidah 5:48]

The phrase “supreme authority” means that the Qurʾān is an overseer 
over them such that it decides what truth they contain and exposes the 
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distortions and interpolations they were subjected to. Whatever they 
contain in concordance with the Qurʾān, it is the truth, but whatever 
is inconsistent, it is false.
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 The Fourth Principle: Belief 
in the Messengers (S) 

It is to believe that Allāh Almighty has sent messengers to bring people 
out of darkness to the light. One must believe in all the messengers as 

a collective in addition to believing in every single one of them whose 
names are mentioned specifically. Allāh Almighty says,

ژ ٱ ٻ ٻ ٻ ٻ پ پ پ پ ڀ ڀ ڀ ڀ ٺٺ ژ 

“We already sent messengers before you. We have told you 
the stories of some of them, while others We have not.” 
[Sūrah al-Ghāfir 40:78]

The individual ought to believe that answering the call of the messengers 
(S) leads to [eternal] success while rejecting them leads to loss and 
regret. One must additionally believe that our Prophet Muḥammad 
(H) is the best and seal of the messengers. Belief in the 
messengers involves four things: 

	‒ To believe that their messages represent the truth sent by Allāh 
Almighty. 

	‒ To believe in those messengers whose names are mentioned. 

	‒ To believe in the stories, whose authenticity is verified, relayed 
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about them. 

	‒ To uphold the Sharīʿah of the one who was sent to us, namely their 
seal Muḥammad (H) since his Sharīʿah abrogated all that 
preceded it. 
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 Fifth Principle: Belief 
in the Last Day 

This involves believing in all the reports Allāh and His Messenger 
(H) told us about what will happen after death. An 

example of such reports are: 

THE DECEASED CONDITION during the funeral 
procession: 

Ahmad and al-Bukhārī recorded on the authority of Abū Saʿīd al-
Khudrī (I) who reported that the Messenger of Allāh (H) 
said:

»إِذََِا وُُضِِعََـتِِ الْْجِِنََـازََةُُ، وََاحْْتََمََلََهََـا الرِِّجََـالُُ عََلََـىٰٰ أََعْْنََاقِِهِِـمْْ، فََـإِنِْْ كََانََـتْْ 

صََالِحََِـةًً قََالََـتْْ: قََدِِّمُُونِـِي، وََإِنِْْ كََانََـتْْ غََيْْـرََ صََالِحََِـةٍٍ قََالََتْْ : يََـا وََيْْلََهََا أََيْْنََ 

نْْسََـانََ، وََلََـوْْ سََـمِِعََهُُ صََعِِـقََ« ِ يََذْْهََبُُـونََ بِهََِـا؟ يََسْْـمََعُُ صََوْْتََهََـا كُُلُُّ شََـيْْءٍٍ إِالَّا ا�لْإِ

“When the funeral is ready and the men carry it on their 
shoulders if the deceased was righteous it will say, ‘Present 
me (hurriedly),’ and if he was not righteous, it will say, ‘Woe 
to it (me)! Where are they taking it (me)?’ Its voice is heard 
by everything except man and if he heard it, he would fall 
unconscious.
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” For this reason, the Prophet (H) ordered that the funeral 
procession must be held as soon as possible. Abū Hurairah (I) 
reported that the Prophet (H) said:

»أََسْْـرِِعُُوا بِاِلْْجََنََـازََةِِ، فََـإِنِْْ تََـكُُ صََالِحََِـةٌٌ فََخََيْْـرٌٌ - لََعََلََّـهُُ قََـالََ -تُُقََدِِّمُُونََهََـا 

عََلََيْْـهِِ، وََإِنِْْ تََكُُـنْْ غََيْْـرََ ذََلِـِكََ فََشََـرٌٌّ تََضََعُُونََـهُُ عََـنْْ رِِقََابِكُُِـمْْ«

“Hurry up with the dead body (for its burial), for if it is 
pious, you are speeding it to goodness and if it is otherwise, 
you are laying an evil off your necks.”

 Recorded by the compilers of the major seven Ḥadīth collections. 

TO BELIEVE IN THE QUESTIONING INSIDE THE 
GRAVE and that people will be tested in their graves after 
death: 

Anas (I) reported that the Prophet (H) said: 

هُُ لََيََسْْـمََعُُ  ىٰٰ إِّنَّ »الْْعََبْْـدُُ إِذََِا وُُضِِـعََ فِِـي قََبْْـرِِهِِ، وََتُُوُُلِِّـيََ، وََذََهََـبََ أََصْْحََابُُـهُُ، حََّتَّ

نِِا لََهُُ: مََا كُُنْتََْ تََقُُـولُُ فِيِ هََذََا  قََـرْْعََ نِعََِالِهِِِـمْْ، أََتََـاهُُ مََلََـكََانِِ، فََأََقْْعََـدََاهُُ، فََيََقُُـولَا

الرََّجُُـلِِ مُُحََمََّـدٍٍ )H(؟ فََيََقُُـولُُ : أََشْْـهََدُُ أََنََّهُُ عََبْْدُُ الِلَّهِ وََرََسُُـولُُهُُ، 

فََيُُقََـالُُ: انْْظُُـرْْ إِلََِـىٰٰ مََقْْعََـدِِكََ مِـِنََ النَّـَارِِ أََبْْدََلََكََ اللّٰٰهُُ بِـِهِِ مََقْْعََدًًا مِـِنََ الْْجََنَّةَِِ«

“When the servant is placed in his grave, his companions 
retrace their steps, and he hears the noise of their footsteps, 
two angels come to him and make him sit and say to him: 
What you have to say about this person (the Prophet)? If he 
is a believer, he would say: I bear testimony to the fact that 
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he is a servant of Allāh and His Messenger. Then it would 
be said to him: Look to your seat in the Hellfire, for Allāh 
has substituted (the seat of yours) with a seat in Paradise.

 Allāh’s Messenger (H) said:

»فََيََرََاهُُمََـا جََمِِعًًيـا، وََأََمََّـا الْْكََافِِـرُُ - أََوِِ الْْمُُنََافِِقُُ - فََيََقُُـولُُ : لَاا أََدْْرِِي ، كُُنْْتُُ 

أََقُُـولُُ مََـا يََقُُـولُُ النَّاَسُُ، فََيُُقََـالُُ: لَاا دََرََيْْتََ وََلَاا تََلََيْْتََ ، ثُُمََّ يُُضْْـرََبُُ بِمِِِطْْرََقََةٍٍ 

مِـِنْْ حََدِِيـدٍٍ ضََرْْبََـةًً بََيْْـنََ أُُذُُنََيْْهِِ، فََيََصِِيحُُ صََيْْحََةًً يََسْْـمََعُُهََا مََنْْ يََلِيِـهِِ إِالَّا الثََّقََلََيْْنِِ«

He would be shown both seats. But a non-believer or a 
hypocrite will say to the angels, ‘I do not know, but I used 
to say what the people used to say! It will be said to him, 
‘Neither did you know nor did you take the guidance (by 
reciting the Qurʾān).’ Then he will be hit with an iron 
hammer between his two ears, and he will cry and that cry 
will be heard by whatever approaches him except human 
beings and Jinn.”

TO BELIEVE IN THE BLISS AND PUNISHMENT 
IN THE GRAVE: 

This is proven in the Qurʾān, Sunnah, and the consensus [of scholars]. 
It is a truth that must be believed in. The grave punishment is inflicted 
on the soul and the body suffers as well. On the Day of Judgment, the 
punishment will be inflicted on both the body and the soul. 

TO BELIEVE IN THE DAY OF JUDGMENT: 

It officially begins when Isrāfīl (S) blows in the trumpet, for the 
first time. The second blow is to announce resurrection, after which the 
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souls will return to the bodies. People will then rise from their graves 
and stand before the Lord of the worlds; unclothed, bare-footed, and 
uncircumcised. Allāh Almighty says: 

ژ ٱ ٻ ٻ ٻ ٻ پ پ پ پ ڀ   ڀ ڀ ڀ ٺٺ 

ٺ ٺ ٿ ٿ ٿ ٿ ٹ ٹ ٹ ژ 
“The Trumpet will be blown and all those in the heavens 
and all those on the earth will fall dead, except those Allāh 
wills (to spare). Then it will be blown again and they will 
rise up at once, looking on in anticipation.” [Sūrah az-Zumar 
39:68]

 TO BELIEVE IN THE SCALE: 

It is used to weigh the deeds as well as the person. Allāh Almighty says, 

ژ ئۇ ئۆ ئۆ ئۈ ئۈ ئې ئې ئې ئى ئى 

ئى ی ی ی ی ئج ئح ئم ژ

“As for those whose scale is heavy (with good deeds), it is 
they who will be successful. But those whose scale is light, 
they will have doomed themselves, staying in Hell forever.” 
[Sūrah al-Muʾminūn 23:102-103]

TO BELIEVE IN THE RECORDS OF DEEDS 
AND THEIR DISPERSAL: 

Some people will receive their record of deeds with their right hands 
while others with their left hands. Allāh Almighty says:
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ژ ڳ ڳ ڱ ڱ     ڱ ڱ ں ں ڻ     ڻ ڻ ڻ ۀ ۀ ہ 

ہ ہ ہ ھ ھ ھ ھ ے ے ۓ ۓ ڭ ڭ ڭ ڭ 

ۇ ۇ ۆ ۆ ۈ ۈ ۇٴ ۋ ۋ ۅ ۅ      ۉ ۉ ې ې ې 

ې           ى ى ئا ئا ئە ئە ئو ئو      ئۇ ئۇ ئۆ ئۆ ئۈ ئۈئې ئې 

ئې ئى ئى ئىژ 

“As for those given their records in their right hand, they 
will cry (happily), “Here (everyone)! Read my record! I 
surely knew I would face my reckoning.” They will be in 
a life of bliss, in an elevated Garden, whose fruit will hang 
within reach. (They will be told), “Eat and drink joyfully for 
what you did in the days gone by.” And as for those given 
their record in their left hand, they will cry (bitterly), “I 
wish I had not been given my record, nor known anything 
of my reckoning! I wish death was the end! My wealth has 
not benefited me! My authority has been stripped from 
me.” [S ūrah al-Ḥāqqah 69:19-29] 

Allāh Almighty says: 

ژ ژ ژ ڑ ڑ        ک ک ک ک گ گ گ گ ڳ ڳ ژ 

“And as for those who are given their record (in their left 
hand) from behind their backs, they will cry for (instant) 
destruction, and will burn in the blazing Fire.” [Sūrah al-
Inshiqāq 84:10-12]
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TO BELIEVE IN THE RECKONING: 

Allāh Almighty will hold his servants accountable for their deeds before 
they leave off the Assembly. Every individual will be shown their own 
deeds. Allāh Almighty says:

ژٱ ٻ ٻ ٻ ٻ پ پ پ پ ڀ ڀ ڀ ڀ ٺ ٺ ٺ ٺ 

ٿ ٿ ٿٿ ٹ  ٹ ٹٹ ڤ ڤ ڤ ڤ ژ 

“(Watch for) the Day when every soul will be presented 
with whatever good it has done. And it will wish that its 
misdeeds were far off.” [Sūrah āl-ʿImrān 3:30]

And,

ژ گ گ گ گڳ ڳ ڳ ڳ ڱ ڱ ژ

“They will find whatever they did present before them.” 
[Sūrah al-Kahf 18: 49] 

TO BELIEVE IN THE FOUNTAIN: 

Muslim recorded on the authority of ʿAbdullāh bin Amr (I) who 
reported that the Messenger of Allāh (H) said:

»حََوْْضِِي مََسِِـيرََةُُ شََـهْْرٍٍ، وََزََوََايََاهُُ سََـوََاءٌٌ، وََمََاؤُُهُُ أََبْْيََضُُ مِِنََ الْْوََرِِقِِ، 

وََرِِحُُيهُُ أََطْْيََبُُ مِنََِ الْْمِِسْْـكِِ، وََكِيِزََانُُهُُ كََنُجُُُومِِ السََّـمََاءِِ، فََمََنْْ شََـرِِبََ 

مِنِْـْهُُ فََلَاا يََظْْمََأُُ بََعْْدََهُُ أََبََدًًا«

“My Lake-Fount is (so large that it takes) a month’s journey 
to cross it. Its water is whiter than milk, and its smell is 
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nicer than musk (a kind of Perfume), and its drinking cups 
are (as numerous) as the (number of) stars of the sky; and 
whoever drinks from it, will never be thirsty.”

TO BELIEVE IN THE BRIDGE: 

al-Bukhārī and Muslim recorded on the authority of Abū Saʿīd al-
Khudrī (I) who reported that the Messenger of Allāh (H) 
said: 

»ثُُـمََّ يُُؤْْتََـىٰٰ بِاِلْْجََسْْـرِِ فََيُُجْْعََـلُُ بََيْْنََ ظََهْْـرََيْْ جََهََنََّمََ« قُُلْْنََا : يََا رََسُُـولََ الِلَّهِ، وََمََا 

لِايِـبُُ، وََحََسََـكََةٌٌ  الْْجََسْْـرُُ؟ قََـالََ: »مََدْْحََضََـةٌٌ مََزِِلََّـةٌٌ، عََلََيْْـهِِ خََطََاطِيِـفُُ وََكََلَا

مُُفََلْْطََحََـةٌٌ لََهََـا شََـوْْكََةٌٌ عُُقََيْْفََـاءُُ، تََكُُونُُ بِنَِجَْْدٍٍ، يُُقََـالُُ لََهََا : السََّـعْْدََانُُ الْْمُُؤْْمِنُُِ 

وََالـرِِّكََابِِ،  الْْخََيْْـلِِ  وََكََأََجََاوِِيـدِِ  يّرِّـحِِ،  وََكََال وََكََالْْبََـرْْقِِ،  كََالطََّـرْْفِِ،  عََلََيْْهََـا 

فََنَـَاجٍٍ مُُسََـلََّمٌٌ، وََنََـاجِِ مََخْْـدُُوشٌٌ، وََمََكْْـدُُسٌٌو فِـِي نََـارِِ جََهََنَّـَمََ، حََتََّـىٰٰ يََمُُـّرَّ 

آخِِرُُهُُـمْْ يُُسْْـحََبُُ سََـحْْبًًا، فََمََـا أََنْْتُُـمْْ بِأََِشََـدََّ لِيِ مُُنَاَشََـدََةًً فِيِ الْْحََقِِّ، قََـدْْ تََبََيََّنََ 

لََكُُـمْْ مِـِنََ الْْمُُؤْْمِـِنِِ يََوْْمََئِـِذٍٍ لِلِْْجََبََّارِِ«

“Then the bridge will be laid across Hell.” We, the 
companions of the Prophet (H) said, “O Allāh’s 
Messenger (H)! What is the bridge?’ He said, “It is 
a slippery (bridge) on which there are clamps and (Hooks 
like) a thorny seed that is wide at one side and narrow at the 
other and has thorns with bent ends. Such a thorny seed is 
found in Najd and is called as-Saʿdān. Some of the believers 
will cross the bridge as quickly as the wink of an eye, some 
others as quick as lightning, a strong wind, fast horses or 
she-camels. So, some will be safe without any harm; some 
will be safe after receiving some scratches, and some will fall 
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down into Hell (Fire). The last person will cross by being 
dragged (over the bridge).” The Prophet (H) said, 
“You (Muslims) cannot be more pressing in claiming from 
me a right that has been clearly proved to be yours than the 
believers in interceding with Almighty.” 

The next step is crossing an arch bridge located in-between paradise 
and hellfire. Abū Saʿīd al-Khudrī (I) reported that the Messenger 
(H) said:

»إِذََِا خََلََـصََ الْْمُُؤْْمِِنُُـونََ مِِـنََ النََّـارِِ حُُبِسُُِـوا بِقََِنْْطََـرََةٍٍ بََيْْـنََ الْْجََنََّـةِِ وََالنََّـارِِ، 

فََيََتََقََاصُُّـونََ مََظََالِـِمََ كََانََـتْْ بََيْْنَهَُُـمْْ فِيِ الدُُّنْْيََا، حََتََّـىٰٰ إِذََِا نُُقُُّـوا وََهُُذِِّبُُوا أُُذِِنََ 

حَََدُُهُُـمْْ بِمََِسْْـكََنِهِِِ  لََهُُـمْْ بِدُُِخُُـولِِ الْْجََنَّـَةِِ، فََوََالََّـذِِي نََفْْـسُُ مُُحََمََّـدٍٍ بِيََِـدِِهِِ، لَأَ�

فِـِي الْْجََنَّـَةِِ أََدََلُُّ بِمََِنْزِِْلِـِهِِ كََانََ فِـِي الدُُّنْْيََـا«

“When the believers pass safely over (the bridge across) 
Hell, they will be stopped at a bridge in between Hell and 
Paradise where they will retaliate upon each other for the 
injustices done among them in the world, and when they 
get purified of all their sins, they will be admitted into 
Paradise. By Him in Whose Hands the life of Muḥammad 
is everybody will recognize his dwelling in Paradise better 
than he recognizes his dwelling in this world.”

TO BELIEVE IN THE INTERCESSION: 

Prophets, truthful people, martyrs, and the pious all intercede. There 
are certain types of intercession made exclusive for the Prophet 
(H). He intercedes four times: 
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	‒ He intercedes on behalf of those whose heart has a 
grain of barley’s weight of faith. 

	‒ He intercedes on behalf of those whose heart has an 
atom’s weight of faith. 

	‒ He intercedes on behalf of those whose heart has a 
mustard seed’s weight of faith.

	‒ He intercedes on behalf of those who proclaimed 
there is no deity worthy of worship but Allāh. 

TO BELIEVE IN PARADISE AND HELLFIRE: 

One must believe that paradise and hellfire are created and eternal. 
Paradis e is the house of Allāh’s friends whereas hellfire is the house of 
His enemies. They are currently present and the Messenger of Allāh 
(H) witnessed them during the prayer of the Eclipse and on the 
Night of the Ascension (al-Miʾrāj). The  inhabitants of paradise will live 
there for eternity, and the same goes for the inhabitants of Hellfire. al-
Bukhārī and Muslim recorded on the authority of Abū Saʿīd al-Khudrī 
(I) who reported that the Prophet (H) said:

»يُُؤْْتََـىٰٰ بِاِلْْمََـوْْتِِ كََهََيْْئََـةِِ كََبْْـشٍٍ أََمْْلََحََ، فََيُُنََـادِِي مُُنََادٍٍ: يََا أََهْْـلََ الْْجََنََّةِِ، 

فََيََشْْـرََئِبُُِّونََ وََيََنْظُُْـرُُنََو، فََيََقُُولُُ : هََلْْ تََعْْرِِفُُـونََ هََذََا؟ فََيََقُُولُُونََ: نََعََمْْ، 

هََـذََا الْْمََـوْْتُُ، وََكُُلُُّهُُـمْْ قََدْْ رََآهُُ، ثُُـمََّ يُُنَاَدِِي: يََا أََهْْلََ النَّاَرِِ، فََيََشْْـرََئِبُُِّونََ 

وََيََنْظُُْـرُُنََو، فََيََقُُـولُُ: وََهََـلْْ تََعْْرِِفُُـونََ هََـذََا ؟ فََيََقُُولُُـونََ : نََعََـمْْ، هََـذََا 

الْْمََـوْْتُُ، وََكُُلُُّهُُـمْْ قََـدْْ رََآهُُ، فََيُُذْْبََـحُُ، ثُُمََّ يََقُُولُُ : يََا  أََهْْـلََ الْْجََنَّةَِِ خُُلُُودٌٌ 

فََلَاا مََـوْْتََ، وََيََـا أََهْْـلََ النَّاَرِِ خُُلُُـودٌٌ فََلَاا مََوْْتََ« ثُُـمََّ قََرََأََ:ژ ٱ ٻ 
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ٻ ٻ ٻ پ    پ پ پ ڀ ڀ ڀ ڀژ

“On the Day of Resurrection Death will be brought 
forward in the shape of a black and white ram. Then a call 
maker will call, ‘O people of Paradise!’ Thereupon they will 
stretch their necks and look carefully. The caller will say, 
‘Do you know this?’ They will say, ‘Yes, this is Death.’ By 
then all of them will have seen it. Then it will be announced 
again, ‘O people of Hell!’ They will stretch their necks and 
look carefully. The caller will say, ‘Do you know this?’ They 
will say, ‘Yes, this is Death.’ And by then all of them will 
have seen it. Then it (that ram) will be slaughtered and the 
caller will say, ‘O people of Paradise! Eternity for you and 
no death O people of Hell! Eternity for you and no death.’ 
Then the Prophet recited:  ‘And warn them of the Day of 
distress when the case has been decided, while (now) they 
are in a state of carelessness (i.e. the people of the world) 
and they do not believe.’ [Sūrah Maryam 19:39].”
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 Sixth Principle: Belief in 
Destiny, the Good and Bad

 

This involves four things: 

NOTHING ESCAPES ALLĀH’S KNOWLEDGE:

One must know that Allāh Almighty has complete knowledge of 
everything related to His servants, their provisions, their lifetimes, and 
their actions in addition to the past and the future. Nothing escapes 
His knowledge. Allāh Almighty says:

ژ ې  ى ى ئا ئا ژ

“Surely Allāh has (full) knowledge of everything.” [Sūrah 
al-ʿAnkabūt 29:62]

And,

ژ تم تى تي ثج ثم       ثى ثي جح جم حج حم خج   خح خمژ 

“…so you may know that Allāh is Most Capable of 
everything and that Allāh certainly encompasses all things 
in His knowledge.” [Sūrah at-Ṭalāq 65:12]

ALLĀH ALMIGHTY RECORDED ALL DESTINIES: 
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He Almighty says:

ژ ڻ ڻ ڻ ۀ ۀ ہ ہ ہ ہھ ھ ھ ھ ےے 

ۓ     ۓ ڭ ڭ ڭ ڭ ژ 

“Everything is listed by Us in a perfect Record.” [Sūrah 
Yā-Sīn 36:12] And, “Do you not know that Allāh (fully) 
knows whatever is in the heavens and the earth? Surely it is 
all (written) in a Record. That is certainly easy for Allāh.” 
[Sūrah al-Ḥajj 22:70] 

Muslim recorded on the authority of ʿAbdullāh bin ʿAmr bin al-
ʿĀṣ (I) who reported that he heard the Messenger of Allāh 
(H) saying:

رْْضََ بِخََِمْْسِِـنََي  ئِقِِِ قََبْْلََ أََنْْ يََخْْلُُقََ السََّـمََوََاتِِ وََا�لْأََ »كََتََبََ الُلَّهُ مََقََادِِيرََ الْْخََلَاا

أََلْْفََ سََـنَةٍٍَ، قََالََ: وََعََرْْشُُـهُُ عََلََىٰٰ الْْمََاءِِ«

“Allāh ordained the measures (of quality) of the creation 
fifty thousand years before He created the heavens and the 
earth, as His Throne was upon water.” 

ONE MUST BELIEVE IN ALLĀH’S ENFORCING WILL: 

His Will determines the existence or the inexistence of anything. Allāh 
Almighty says:

ژ ئو ئو ئۇ ئۇ ئۆ ئۆ ئۈ ئۈ ئېژ 

“But you cannot will (to do so), except by the Will of Allāh, 
the Lord of all worlds.” [Sūrah at-Takwīr 81:29] 
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He Almighty also says: 

ژ ئا  ئا ئە   ئە ئو ئو ئۇ ئۇ ئۆ   ئۆئۈ ژ 

“All it takes, when He wills something (to be), is simply to 
say to it: “Be!” And it is!.” [Sūrah Yā-Sīn 36:82] 

ONE MUST BELIEVE THAT ALLĀH IS THE CREATOR 
OF EVERYTHING, AND ALL ELSE IS CREATED: 

Allāh Almighty says:

ژ ک ک ک گگ گ گ ڳ         ڳ ڳ ڳ ژ 

 “Allāh is the Creator of all things, and He is the Maintainer 
of everything.” [Sūrah az-Zumar 39:62]
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﻿CHAPTER FOUR

 How to Follow the 
Way of the Prophet 

(H) as 
Understood by His 

Companions Without 
Falling into the 

Heretic Thought of 
the Khawārij
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 Who Are Ahl-us-
sunnah Whose Way 
You Should Follow?

Ahl-us-Sunnah wal-Jamāʿah are those who follow in the footsteps 
of the Prophet (H) and his Companions (I). 

They are adherents to the way of the Prophet (H). They are 
the Companions (I), the Successors, and the leading figures of 
guidance who follow their [predecessors with] righteousness. They 
are committed to following the Prophet (H) and keep away 
from heretics and religious innovations at any time and any place. They 
will remain victorious till the Day of Judgment. They are named so 
due to their following of the Prophet’s Sunnah and their consensus 
on adopting it, inwardly and outwardly, in terms of words, deeds, 
and beliefs; and due to their obedience to their rulers and their non-
rebellion against them.

at-Tirmidhī recorded that ʿAbdullāh bin ʿAmr (I) reported that 
the Messenger of Allāh (H) said:

»لََيََأْْتِيََِـنََّ عََلََـىٰٰ أُُمََّتِـِي مََـا أََتََىٰٰ عََلََىٰٰ بََنِيِ إِسِْْـرََائِيِلََ حََذْْوََ النََّعْْـلِِ بِاِلنََّعْْلِِ ، حََتََّىٰٰ 

نِايََِـةًً لََـكََانََ فِيِ أُُمََّتِيِ مََـنْْ يََصْْنَعَُُ ذََلِـِكََ، وََإِنََِّ  إِنِْْ كََانََ مِنِْهُُْـمْْ مََـنْْ أََتََـىٰٰ أُُمََّـهُُ عََلَا

بََنِـِي إِسِْْـرََائِيِلََ تََفََرََّقََـتْْ عََلََـى ثِنِْتََْيْْـنِِ وََسََـبْْعِِنََي مِلََِّـةًً، وََتََفْْتََـرِِقُُ أُُمََّتِـِي عََلََـىٰٰ 

ثٍٍا وََسََـبْْعِِنََي مِلََِّـةََ، كُُلُُّهُُـمْْ فِـِي النَّاَرِِ إِالَّا مِلََِّـةًً وََاحِِدََةًً« قََالُُـوا: وََمََنْْ هِِيََ يََا  ثََلَا
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رََسُُـولََ اللَّهِ؟ِ قََـالََ: »مََـا أََنََـا عََلََيْْـهِِ وََأََصْْحََابِيِ«

“What befell Banū Isrāʼīl will befall my Ummah, step by 
step, such that if there was one who had intercourse with 
his mother in the open, then there would be someone from 
my Ummah who would do that. Indeed, Banū Isrāʾīl split 
into seventy-two sects, and my Ummah will split into 
seventy-three sects. All of them are in the Fire Except one 
sect.” He was asked: “And which one is it, O Messenger of 
Allāh?” He said: “What I am upon and my Companions.” 
[al-Albānī graded it as good.]

It is very important to learn knowledge at the hands of the scholars of 
Ahl-us-Sunnah and to commit to their steadfastness.

In Sharḥ Uṣūl iʿtiqād Ahl-us-Sunnah wal-Jamāʿah, al-Lālakāʾī (V) 
quoted Ayyūb as-Sakhtiyānī as saying: “Lucky will be the young and 
the non-Arab man who are guided to learn from a scholar of Ahl-us-
Sunnah.”

In al-Ibānah al-Kubrā, Ibn Baṭṭah quoted Ibn Shawdhab as saying: 
“It is a blessing from Allāh that a youth who devotes himself to acts of 
worship befriends a disciple of Ahl-us-Sunnah.” He was also quoted 
as saying in another narration: “It is Allāh’s blessing on a young and 
foreign man who is devoted to acts of worship that he is guided to know 
a scholar of Ahl-us-Sunnah who will teach him, given that the foreign 
man is affected by his past.”

In al-Ibānah al-Kubrā,  Ibn Baṭṭah quoted ʿAmr bin Qays al-Malāʾī  
as saying: “If you see a young man being brought up to follow Ahl-us-
Sunnah wal-Jamāʿah, be hopeful that he would be good. But if you 
see him follow the heretics, lose hope that he would be good. This 
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is because one eventually behaves according to what he is originally 
brought up to.”

Abū Muḥammad al-Ḥasan bin ʿAbdurRaḥmān ar-Rāmahurmuzī  
recorded in al-Muḥaddith al-Fāṣil Bayna ar-Rāwī wal-Wāʿī that Abī 
Bakr bin ʿAyyāsh said: “We were sitting with al-Aʿmash writing a Ḥadīth 
when a man passed by and said to him: ‘O Abū Muḥammad, who are 
those boys around you?’ He replied: ‘They are those who guard and 
protect your religion.’”

He also recorded that Ḥammād bin Zayd said: I heard Hishām bin 
ʿUrwah al-Maʿnī say: My father (V) would say: “O my son, we were 
the young among the people in the past and today we became the old. 
And today you are the young and are about to be the old soon. There 
is no good in an old man who has no knowledge, so you should learn 
the Sunnah.”

In Jāmiʿ Bayān al-ʿIlm wa-Faḍlihi, al-Ḥāfidh bin ʿAbd al-Barr reported 
that Ibrāhīm bin al-Mundhir al-Ḥizāmi said: “I would feel pity for any 
young man who does not seek knowledge especially if he has acute 
discretion.”

It is a favor from Allāh upon the youth and foreign men that He grants 
them success in learning at the hands of a scholar of Ahl-us-Sunnah, 
who protects them from falling into deviant approaches like that of the 
apostate Khawārij or Murjiʾah.
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 From Whom Should True 
Knowledge Be Sought, Away 
From Deviant Approaches?

True knowledge should be sought from those who learned at the 
hands of religious scholars. al-Ḥāfidh bin ʿAbd al-Barr (V) 

reported in at-Tamhīd that Ibn ʿAwn said: “Do not take knowledge 
except those whose pursuit of knowledge is testified.”

Shaykh al-Islām Ibn Taymiyyah (V) said in Majmūʿ al-Fatāwā: 
“Whoever among the Muslim nation has an honorable reputation and 
is praised and commended among the public are among the Imams of 
guidance and landmarks of truth, whose errors are little compared to 
their truths. Their errors are excused because they are generally due 
to their practice of Ijtihād. They are those who follow knowledge and 
justice and keep away from ignorance and injustice and from following 
their whims and personal opinions.”

as-Shāṭibī (V) said in al-Iʿtiṣām: “If scholars do not testify that one 
is a scholar, he will be judged as having no knowledge according to his 
original status unless another scholar testifies in favor of his knowledge 
and he knows of himself what is testified by others. Otherwise, he is 
certain or doubtful of not having knowledge. In these two cases, if he 
chooses to issue a religious ruling rather than abstaining from this, it 
would be driven by his personal whims and desires. He should have 
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been testified by others as a certified scholar, but he did not do so.”

The eminent scholar al-Albānī (V) said in Silsilah al-Aḥādīth 
as-Ṣaḥīḥah: “This is as-Shāṭibī’s advice for the scholar who is able to 
share his knowledge with people that he should not do so until his 
knowledge is testified by other scholars, for fear that he may succumb to 
his personal opinions and whims. What would have been his advice had 
he seen any of those alleged scholars at our time today? Undoubtedly, 
he would have said to him: “This is not your nest, therefore go you 
away [a saying addressed to him who applies himself to a thing not of 
his business to do.]” So, is there anyone who will be mindful? I fear 
that some of those who claim to be scholars come under the Prophet’s 
Saying:

»إِنََِّـهُُ تُُنْْتََـزََعُُ عُُقُُـولُُ عََامََّـةِِ ذََاكُُـمُُ الزََّمََـانِِ، وََيُُخْْلََـفُُ لََهََـا هََبََـاءٌٌ مِِـنََ النََّـاسِِ، 

يََحْْسََـبُُونََ أََنََّهُُـمْْ عََلََـىٰٰ شََـيْْءٍٍ، وََلََيْْسُُـوا عََلََـىٰٰ شََـيْْءٍٍ«

“Reason will be taken away from most of the people at 
that time, and there will be left the insignificant people 
who have no reason, thinking that they have some standing, 
though they have nothing.”

Shaykh ʿAbdus-Salām bin Barjis (V) said in a religious lecture 
entitled “Who are the true scholars?”: “This is a very important point. 
Given that many do not realize its significance, many people are alleged 
to be scholars while they are not. Therefore, the scholarly and academic 
chaos that we suffer from now and witness its disasters took place.”

To speak frankly, only very few today, if not rare, deserve to be called 
scholars, because many of the characteristics of true scholars do not 
apply to most of those alleged scholars at the present time.
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The true scholar is not anyone eloquent in his speech and lectures, 
nor anyone who writes a book or publishes a compilation, or edits 
a manuscript. This is because these are the standards according to 
which most people, unfortunately, judge a person as being a scholar. 
Therefore, many people are deceived by many eloquent writers who are 
not truly scholars yet earning the admiration of the public. When the 
layman hears a pretentious scholar preaching his sermons, he becomes 
dazzled in admiration of his speech and feigned knowledge. Meanwhile, 
it grieves true scholars to see these calamities and trials.

The true scholar is well-versed in Sharīʿah knowledge and is well 
aware of all legal rulings in the Book and Sunnah, acquainted with the 
abrogated and abrogating verses, absolute and restricted, general and 
detailed, and the statements of the early predecessors concerning what 
they agreed on and differed about. 
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 The Truthful Scholar is 
Endowed With Divine Insight 

Through Which Allāh Enables 
Him to Know the Approaching 

Calamities and Trials

Al-Bukhārī recorded in at-Tārīkh al-Kabīr that al-Ḥasan (V) said: 
“When a trial approaches, it is known to every scholar, and when it 
turns away, it is known to every ignorant.”

al-Bukhārī recorded in his Ṣaḥīḥ Ḥadīth Collection on the authority 
of Ibn ʿUyaynah that Khalaf bin Ḥawshab said: “They would prefer 
to recite these verses at the time of trials.” Imruʾ al-Qays [the poet] 
composed:

War in the beginning is a youthful woman	

Hastening with its adornment to every ignorant one

And when it gets fired up and its heat increases	

it becomes an old woman without a husband



136 Alerting Mankind of the Principal Rulings New Muslims Need to Know

Gray-haired and its color is unrecognized 	

as it’s changed, leaving unpleasent smell and unkissable.	



Alerting Mankind of the Principal Rulings New Muslims Need to Know 137

 Conclusion of the 
First Edition

I would like here to stress that the Islāmic religion is a divine-revealed 
lifestyle and a heavenly Sharīʿah, infallible and protected against 

error and deviation. As for humans, they keep on exerting their best 
efforts to understand and gain knowledge. Some are correct and some 
are mistaken. Whatever right they do is a favor from Allāh alone, and 
whatever error or wrong they commit, it is from their souls and Satan, 
and Allāh and His Messenger are disassociated from them.
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